BOVINE SPONGIFORM ENCEPHALOPATHY (BSE)



	About BSE

· It is a brain disease of cattle for which there is no treatment

· BSE is confirmed after death of the animal by examining its brain tissue

· BSE is notifiable and there is a DARD slaughter and compensation scheme

· BSE cases have declined but farmers should remain vigilant

Recognising the signs

Most cattle with BSE gradually develop signs over a period of several weeks or months, although some can worsen very rapidly.  Stress appears to bring on the signs more rapidly in some animals, particularly when brought in before calving, having calved or if transported. Most suspects will show at least one of the signs listed below, although some of these signs may also be seen in other diseases: -

· apprehension or nervousness
· reluctance to turn corners, cross concrete or drains, enter yards, go through doorways, permit milking

· (occasionally) aggressive to cattle and humans

· manic kicking when milked

· head shy, with head held low

· weakness or high stepping, particularly of hind legs

· loss of balance or co-ordination

· difficulty in rising progressing to recumbency (downer cows)

· tremors under skin

· loss of body condition, weight or milk yield

· increased licking of muzzle

BSE should be considered in any animal usually over 24 months old which shows changes in behaviour or signs of nervous disease where other causes cannot be identified

If BSE is suspected
Suspect BSE cases must by law be reported to the Department immediately, by contacting the local Divisional Veterinary Office (DVO).  If unsure, advice from a private veterinary practitioner (PVP) should be sought. The PVP will notify the DVO, if BSE is suspected. After contact is made with the DVO a DARD veterinary officer will visit the premises as soon as possible to examine the animal.

	Don’t Delay

Early reporting: -

· allows more thorough clinical examination
· reduces stress on suspect animal

· reduces risk of injury to handlers

· may help detect new strains of BSE

· safeguards public and animal health by removing potentially infected animals at an early stage

If the DARD Veterinary Officer suspects BSE

If the Department’s Veterinary Officer suspects that an animal may be suffering from BSE, he will issue a notice restricting movement of the animal from the premises. Milk from an affected or suspected animal must be disposed of in such a way that it cannot be consumed by a human or an animal, other than its own calf.    Until the disease has been diagnosed, the responsibility for the animal, including treatment, rests with the herd owner and his PVP. Once the Veterinary Officer believes that the animal is affected by BSE, the valuation, slaughter and disposal of the animal will be arranged as soon as possible, at the Department's expense.

Compensation

Compensation is payable for an animal slaughtered by the Department whether BSE is confirmed or not.  There is an upper limit on the compensation based on the average market price and this is published by the Department each month.  

       Where BSE is confirmed in a suspect animal there will be implications for Offspring and Cohort animals (see overleaf)

	Offspring

On notification to the Department of a suspect BSE case certain offspring of the suspected animal will be placed under movement restriction.  If BSE is confirmed in the suspect animal, arrangements will be made to value and slaughter on farm the offspring born within 2 years of clinical onset of BSE in the dam.  Compensation at the market value of the animal will be paid for offspring animals slaughtered.  If BSE is not confirmed in the suspect animal the movement restriction on offspring animals will be lifted. 
While restricted, offspring animals remain the responsibility of the herdkeeper.

Cohorts

Cohorts are animals born in the same herd within a year prior to and following the date of birth of a BSE case or reared with a BSE case in the first year of both their lives. Potential cohorts, born on or after 1 August 1996, of the suspected animal will be placed under restriction.  If BSE is confirmed in the suspect animal arrangements will be made to value on farm those animals confirmed as cohorts and for their slaughter. Cohort animals are tested for BSE after slaughter.  Compensation for cohort animals slaughtered is paid at the market value.

If BSE is not confirmed in the suspect animal the restriction on the potential cohort animals will be lifted.

While restricted, cohort animals are the responsibility of the herd keeper.

More information on BSE can be found at the following website http://www.dardni.gov.uk/index/animal-health/animal-diseases/bse.htm
If you have any questions please contact your local DVO or TSE Branch on 02890 524642
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	BSE Testing Programmes
In addition to reported BSE suspects the Department also tests all fallen and human consumption cattle over 48 months of age as part of the active surveillance programmes it is required to undertake in accordance with EU Regulations.
BSE tests can only be carried out on a brainstem sample collected soon after the animal’s death. For fallen cattle over 48 months of age you must, within 24 of the animal’s death or the animal body coming into your possession, either identify a site approved by the Department to carry out BSE sampling and make an arrangement with the operator of the site to have the animal body collected or agree with the operator that you can take the animal body to his site.

Should a positive BSE rapid screening test result be received by the Department under these programmes the procedures detailed in respect of offspring and cohort animals apply.

Feed Controls

The BSE epidemic resulted from the feeding of cattle with mammalian meat and bone meal derived from cattle infected with BSE. Effective feed controls are the key to the eradication of BSE.

With certain exceptions, it is illegal to feed animal proteins to farmed animals, and there are strict controls on the storage and use of pet food and fishmeal on farms. Farmers require registration with the Departmentwhere they use or store feed containing

· Fish meal

· Blood Products

· Blood Meal (only to be fed to farmed fish)

· Dicalcium Phosphate or Tricalcium Phosphate



