Room 649A
Dundonald House
Upper Newtownards Road
Belfast BT4 3SB
Tel: 028 90524655
25 June 2008

Dear Consultee,
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) Health Check.

Please find attached a consultation document, the purpose of which is to seek your
views on proposed reforms to the CAP which are commonly known as the CAP
Health Check.

The EU Commission published CAP Health Check legislative proposals on 20 May
which are intended to improve and build upon the major reforms agreed in 2003.
The major issues covered by the Health Check include, simplification of the Single
Farm Payment (SFP) Scheme, modulation, further decoupling across the EU,
phasing out of milk quotas and abolition of set-aside. Options to make changes to
the model of decoupling have also been proposed. Responses to this consultation
will be used to inform the Department’s position in relation to the EU negotiations on
the Health Check which are expected to conclude in October or November of this
year.

This consultation is limited to Northern Ireland but similar, separate consultation
exercises are taking place in England, Wales and Scotland.

The consultation paper is available on the DARD website at
www.dardni.gov.uk/consultations or from:-

Joe O'Reilly

Department of Agriculture and Rural Development
Policy and Economics

Room 810

Dundonald House

Upper Newtownards Road

BELFAST

BT4 3SB

by email:  joe.o’reilly@dardni.gov.uk
or fax: 028 9052 4676
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If you have a hearing difficulty you can contact An Roinn Talmhaiochta agus Forbartha Tuaithe
the Department via the textphone on 028 9052 4420 Mannystrie o Fairms an Kintra Fordérin




Written responses to the consultation paper should be sent to the address above
and responses should arrive no later than 5 September 2008 . It will not be
possible to consider responses received after this date. However, as EU
negotiations are ongoing, it would be desirable to respond to this consultation as
early as possible.

The Department may publish a summary of responses following completion of the
consultation process. Your response, and all other responses to the consultation,
may be disclosed on request. The Department can only refuse to disclose
information in exceptional circumstances. Before you submit your response,
please read the paragraphs below on the confidentiality of consultations and they
will give you guidance on the legal position about any information given by you in
response to this consultation.

The Freedom of Information Act 2000 gives the public a right of access to any
information held by a public authority, namely, the Department of Agriculture and
Rural Development in this case. This right of access to information includes
information provided in response to a consultation. The Department cannot
automatically consider as confidential information supplied to it in response to a
consultation. However, it does have the responsibility to decide whether any
information provided by you in response to this consultation, including information
about your identity, should be made public or be treated as confidential. If you do
not wish information about your identity to be made public please include an
explanation in your response.

This means that information provided by you in response to the consultation is
unlikely to be treated as confidential, except in very particular circumstances. The
Lord Chancellor's Code of Practice on the Freedom of Information Act provides
that:

the Department should only accept information from third parties in
confidence if it is necessary to obtain that information in connection with the
exercise of any of the Department’s functions and it would not otherwise be
provided,;

the Department should not agree to hold information received from third
parties “in confidence” which is not confidential in nature; and

acceptance by the Department of confidentiality provisions must be for good
reasons, capable of being justified to the Information Commissioner
For further information about confidentiality of responses please contact the
Information Commissioner’s Office (or see web site at:
http://www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk/.

Yours sincerely

Norman Fulton
Policy and Economics Division



