GUIDANCE ON THE FALLEN CATTLE SURVEILLANCE SCHEME
1. Introduction
From 9 November 2009 the free collection and disposal service for adult cattle aged over 48 months, that have died or been killed on farms in Northern Ireland will end, and responsibility for arranging and paying for the collection and disposal of these animals will pass back to famers. As these cattle still require BSE testing, they must be disposed of via an animal by-product plant approved to take brainstem samples.

To ease the transition to industry resuming responsibility for these costs, the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Northern Ireland, by administrative arrangement, will pay £40 per bovine animal body to the National Fallen Stock Company (NFSCo) up to 31 January 2010 to assist with the cost of collection and disposal.
2. Scope of the available funding
Funding is available to producers in Northern Ireland that have cattle aged over 48 months that have died or been killed on farm other than for human consumption.   
The transitional funding contributes only towards the cost of collection and disposal of these cattle through an approved TSE sampling site.  DARD will continue to pay the cost of taking and analysing brainstem samples.  State aid cover for sampling and analysis costs are covered under the separate UK TSE Surveillance state aid notification (Aid No 489/2007) which remains in place and unchanged.   

3. Eligibility

To be eligible for funding all of the following criteria must be met: 
· Applicants must be agricultural producers;

· Applicants must be situated within Northern Ireland;
· Fallen cattle must be aged over 48 months and require a BSE test
· Applicants must meet the description of a Small or Medium sized Enterprise in that they employ less than 250 people and have a turnover of less than 50 million euros per year.
4. Exclusions

The transitional funding will not be applicable to any of the follow categories:
· Fallen cattle aged under 48 months at death;
· Other species of non-bovine fallen stock;
· Carcases collected from outside of Northern Ireland;
· Carcases submitted by producers who are not ‘active’ members of NFSCo, i. e. non-members or members suspended from the Company at the time;
· Collections made by private arrangement outside of the National Fallen Stock Company;
· Carcases delivered to a sampling site by a producer;
· Carcases collected from large businesses or individuals or organisations that are not a primary producers or not acting on behalf of a primary producer (for example: abattoirs, research centres etc); 

· Carcases that are not sent to an approved sampling site.
5. How the scheme will operate
Producers who have a fallen bovine animal over 48 months of age are required, by law, to make an arrangement, within 24 hours of the animal’s death or the bovine animal body coming into their possession, with the operator of an approved TSE sampling site to have the animal body collected for the purposes of BSE sampling and disposal.  

The Department of Agriculture and Rural Development will contribute £40 per bovine animal body to the collection and disposal cost until 30 January 2010. The financial contribution will be paid by administrative arrangement through the National Fallen Stock Scheme (NFSCo). Members of the NFSCo will benefit from this subsidy. Non-Members can apply to join NFSCo by calling 0845 054 8888 and registering with them.

Alternatively producers may by prior agreement with the operator of the approved TSE sampling site take the bovine animal body to that site for BSE sampling and disposal but such arrangements will not be eligible for funding and the producer will have to meet the full collection and disposal cost. 
Operators of approved TSE sampling sites will have a contact helpline for producers and will record details of animals collected and make these available for aid funding as applicable.

6. Handling of cattle under 48 months
From 1 January 2009, fallen cattle under 48 months of age have not been tested for BSE and must be disposed of in the same way as other fallen stock through an approved Animal By-Products plant.
 
7. Animal By-Product requirements 
Collectors are expected to comply fully with the Animal By-Products and TSE Regulations.  
8. State aid
This scheme complies with Article 16f of Commission Regulation 1857/2006. The aid intensity for the collection and disposal of fallen stock that require TSE testing can be to 100% which is in accordance with Article 16 of Regulation 1857/2006.
The scheme is only open to small and medium sized enterprises (SME) as defined in Article 2.6 of Commission Regulation 1857/2006.

The scheme will not provide any direct payments to the livestock owners in accordance with Article 16.3 of Commission Regulation 1857/2006.

ANNEX A
1. What does the scheme offer
The scheme offers producers who wish to use it, a subsidised collection and disposal service for their over 48 month old fallen cattle that require a BSE test.  The subsidy is applicable when collection and disposal is carried out by the operator of an animal by-product plant approved by the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development to brainstem sample and the producer is a member of the NFSCo.  
2. How long will the scheme run? 
The new funding arrangements will begin on 9 November 2009, or the date of notification to the European Commission whichever is later, and will run until 31 January 2010.  The new funding coincides with the ending of the current free collection service and the transfer to farmers, of responsibility for arranging and paying for the collection and disposal of these animals.
3. How will the funding be delivered or how do I apply?
Funding will be delivered through the National Fallen Stock Company (NFSCo) infrastructure and makes use of the existing National Fallen Stock Scheme (NFSS) pricing and collection and disposal systems.  Producers who are already members of NFSCo will benefit automatically.  Non members who wish to benefit from the aid can apply to join NFSCo by calling 0845 054 8888 and registering with them.  

You will need to have the following information to hand:

· Contact Details 

· Business Name and Address (if different from contact details) 

· Address of Additional Collections Points 

· Bank Account Details 

· Email Address 

· VAT number (if applicable) 

Lines are open 9.00 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday and further details on joining NFSCo is available from the Company’s website at: www.nfsco.co.uk
Producers only need to register with NFSCo once and there is a Registration fee of £10.  

An administration fee applies for each monthly statement issued to members detailing the collections carried out during that period.  The fee is £1.75 for statements issued by post and £1.25 for electronic versions and is only applied if the member uses the service in the same month.  If you do not use the service in a particular month you do not receive a statement and do not incur a fee.    
4. How will I get someone to come out and pick up my fallen cattle?

In accordance with the Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathy Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2008 as amended you will need to contact, within 24 hours of the bovine animal’s death or the animal body coming into your possession, the operator of an approved TSE sampling site to make arrangements to have the fallen bovine animal body collected and disposed of for the purpose of BSE testing. Alternatively, producers may, by prior agreement with the operator of the approved TSE sampling site, take the bovine animal body to that site for the purpose of BSE testing but these arrangements will not be subsidised.  
The approved TSE sampling sites are :

Foyle Proteins  Telephone 028 7186 1120

Glenfarm Collection Services Telephone 028 9445 1919

Linergy  Telephone 028 8775 0050
5. Will I have to pay anything?
The scheme provides assistance through a subsidised service.   NFSCo will invoice the farmer members for their share of the costs which will be the total cost of collection and disposal less the agreed subsidy of £40 per bovine animal.

NFSCo will invoice DARD for it’s amount of collection and disposal costs incurred and will pass this on in full to the collectors of the fallen cattle thus offsetting the cost to farmers.  DARD will not pay any compensation directly to farmers.
6. Why is DARD removing the free collection service?
Government believes that farmers should bear the cost of disposing of their own fallen stock which is part of the normal cost of running a livestock business.  DARD announced that the free collection and disposal service for fallen adult cattle that must be tested for BSE would end in 2009.  This announcement followed a consultation on responsibility and cost sharing that was issued in 2008.  Since 2001 farmers with cattle requiring BSE testing have been given 100% support for the cost of collection and disposal.  DARD agreed to provide £40 per bovine animal between 9 November 2009 and 31 January 2010 to assist producers with bearing the costs of collection and disposal of such animals.  DARD will continue to pay for the costs of taking and analysing brainstem samples.
