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Honeybee Regional Report for Northern Ireland 2007

Bee Health Surveys
Speculation in the media of the threat of CCD to local bees ensured that the Bee Inspectorate had to deal with increased reports of bee losses in the spring.  While there is no doubt that bee associations could point to high losses amongst beekeepers often it seemed to be the case that varroa monitoring and control could be greatly improved.  Findings of high levels of varroa mites in some of the samples lifted in the autumn for varroacide resistance testing would indicate that this remains the case.

The Bee Inspectorate carried out surveys for American foul brood, European foul brood, Small Hive beetle and Tropilaelaps mite along with sampling of bees for resistance testing of varroa mites.  American foul brood outbreaks remained high with twelve apiaries found to have the disease.  The outbreaks were in many new areas this year indicating a widespread disease presence.  No cases of European foul brood were recorded although a number of hives were checked using the field test kits and laboratory analysis.  Surveys continued for Small Hive Beetle and Tropilaelaps mite.  Apiaries in the vicinity of ports or fruit importers were targeted for Small Hive Beetle inspections using corriboard shelter traps while apiaries that had imported in the past were selected and hive scrapings examined for Tropilaelaps mite.

Varroa

Submissions have reduced significantly since last year as all of the associations reported positive infestation in their areas.  As varroa mite incidence has reached a complete establishment within Northern Ireland, more emphasis was placed on advice on treatment applications and associated resistance monitoring.  As in 2006, monitoring was directed at areas of early varroa establishment.  Two previous apiaries displaying resistance to treatment had their colonies replaced and no indication of varroacide resistance was recorded. 
Again this year more associations are investigating alternative varroa treatments as part of a pest management strategy.
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Adult Bee Disease Diagnostics
Acarine and Nosema are both still in evidence although only low numbers of samples were received this year.  Concern perhaps was directed to the overall loss of bees and no bodies to submit for analysis.
Residue Sampling
Honey samples were again lifted this year for testing for residues of veterinary medicines and environmental contaminants.  Samples lifted last year were found to be satisfactory.

Imports
Thirty-one imports were notified to DARD and a number of follow-up inspections were carried out to check the records and health certificates.  These imports came from Greece and Denmark.  In some cases health certificates aren’t accompanying bees and also notification by beekeepers isn’t being carried out.  One such incident was raised with the relevant authorities.
The Bee Diseases and Pests Control Order (Northern Ireland) 2007

The above Order came into operation on the 21st May 2007, which brought our list of notifiable pests and diseases into line with England and Wales.  Work has started on the Bee Health contingency plan and it is hoped to have a draft of this ready to go to the various bee organisations in February 2008 for consultation.
Thomas Williamson
Senior Bee Inspector DARD
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