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Honeybee Regional Report for Northern Ireland 2008
Bee Health Surveys
The weather has been a major factor when trying to complete inspections this year. A very warm spring was quickly forgotten because of the very wet summer and autumn. Reports of bee losses were made to the inspectors with a few cases where it is difficult to conclude a possible reason. If the bad weather from the summer of 2007 coupled with ineffective varroa controls is partly to blame for the losses in 2008 then the expectations are that bee losses for beekeepers will be high in 2009.

Surveys were carried out for American foul brood, European foul brood, Small Hive Beetle and Tropilaelaps mite along with sampling for Pyrethroid resistance in varroa mites. American foul brood outbreaks recorded were greatly reduced. Six apiaries were found to have AFB with the number of colonies destroyed relatively high at 29 due to a number of these having many colonies with clinical symptoms. All the outbreaks were in new locations hopefully indicating success with the clean up of recent outbreaks. Inspections for European foul brood showed no outbreaks but we were informed of one outbreak in a bordering county in Southern Ireland. Surveys continued for Small Hive Beetle using corriboard shelter traps and Tropilaelaps mite by laboratory examination of hive debris to assist with the inspections but nothing unusual was recorded.

Adult Bee Disease Diagnostics

Submissions from beekeepers were much lower than last year. Acarine disease was recorded from three submissions and there were four cases of nosema (including an infected batch of imported queens from Slovenia). Three occurrences of drone laying were seen. Starvation in early spring may have played a role in five cases and, additionally, there were four examples of hives dying out without apparent disease. Mild weather conditions during winter and early spring could have promoted excess foraging trips leading to chilling and food shortages as returning bees would have to replace lost energy reserves and deplete the winter stores. Virus transmission enhanced by overwintering varroa mites could also have played a part in colony decline, although this is speculative.

Varroa

Twenty five instances of Varroa were observed in submissions. Ten of these were submitted for varroacide resistance testing. Varroa is still being detected in new apiaries and there is some concern as to whether or not appropriate treatments are being applied. No indication of varroacide resistance was recorded in tests.

Residue Sampling
Honey samples were lifted in the autumn of 2008 from randomly selected beekeepers. Samples were tested for residues of veterinary medicines and environmental contaminants.  Samples lifted in 2007 were found to be satisfactory.

Imports
DARD was notified of one hundred and forty five imports this year which is almost five times as many as last year. These were from Greece, Slovenia and the Republic of Ireland with the majority coming from Slovenia which is a new source of imports. There was also an increase of instances where notification wasn’t satisfactory or Health Certificates didn’t accompany the bees. This resulted in approximately forty of these queen imports being destroyed under supervision by QAB.

A guidance note for importers has now been produced and available to beekeepers and importers to assist with the various requirements. We were also supplied with an industry initiative from UBKA aimed at raising awareness amongst beekeepers as to the pitfalls of imports to local beekeeping.

Bee Health Contingency Plan & Bee Health Strategy

It is expected that the Bee Health Contingency Plan for Northern Ireland will be issued to the industry for consultation early in 2009 with the aim of becoming fully operational by mid 2009.

Work is also expected to commence on Northern Ireland’s Bee Health Strategy early in 2009, or as soon as possible after the Defra Strategy for England and Wales is finalised.
Thomas Williamson
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