Northern Ireland Fertiliser Statistics

Methodology, Notes and Revisions Policy

User Statement

The information in fertiliser publication is used by the Northern Ireland government as evidence for assessing market conditions and evaluating agricultural policy. Fertiliser statistics are published quarterly. Results from the survey are used to estimate the fertiliser component of the Aggregate Agricultural Account for Northern Ireland.  DEFRA also use the data in the UK Agricultural Account which is required by EU legislation. Other users include the food and farming industry, academia and the general public. Contact details are available within the publication, for you to send feedback or ask questions about the information provided.

Survey Methodology

DARD runs a monthly survey of all Northern Ireland fertiliser manufacturers to estimate the quantities of compounded, blended and straight fertilisers delivered in NI by fertiliser manufacturers for agricultural and horticultural use.
Fertiliser Statistics

The data quoted in the publication are from the survey returns of all of the Northern Ireland fertiliser manufacturers. Data on the estimated quantities of compounded, blended and straight fertilisers delivered in NI by fertiliser manufacturers for agricultural and horticultural use are recorded. The survey data is published quarterly.

Accuracy and Reliability of the Results

The accuracy of the survey results is very high because a review is carried out of all companies and the typical response rate is 100% per year

Revisions policy

Figures in the publication are provisional and subject to revision. We will provide information about any revisions we make to previously published.
Confidentiality

Some statistics are collated, as a census, from a small number of sources.  As such, permission from the data providers is sought prior to release of any figures.

