
Omagh grass clover Monitor Farm meeting 
 
Date of meeting 26/05/11 
 
Location – Malcolm & Russell Scott’s Farm, Levercaw Road, Newtownstewart. 
 
Attendance - 22 
 
The first meeting of 2011 was used to review the performance of cattle and sheep 
enterprises for the 2010 calendar year. The objectives of the meeting was to assess 
what changes had been put in place to improve upon 2010 levels of performance and 
set targets for the remainder of the 2011 grass growing season. 
 

 
2010 Financial / physical performance 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
At the benchmarking review stage levels of concentrate feeding was identified as a 
key area for improvement. 
Target for 2011 year –  

1. Make better use of grazed grass offering high quality forage in particular 
swards reseeded in autumn 2010 to reduce levels of creep feed. 

2. Improve the quality of grass silage harvested to reduce levels of late 
pregnancy feed requirements. 

 
2011 – Performance form grazed grass to date and measures put in place to achieve 
this. 
 
The table below summarises a random sample of lambs weighed. These are all twin 
lambs. Ewes and lambs are not receiving and supplementation. Fields have been 
divided using electric fence. This has allowed a ewes and lambs to have access to 
paddocks with a cover of approximately 2000-2500kgDM/ha (6cms). The target id to 
have ewes moved to fresh grass every 5 days with paddocks eaten off to a cover of 
1500kgDM/ha (approximately 4cms). Grass quality offered to lambs to date has been 
of a very high quality (see below forage analysis taken on 18th May – at a pre grazing 
height of 6cms) and is allowing very high levels of performance with out meal 
supplementation. 
 
  



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



2010/11 Silage Quality 
 
Silage conserved in recent years has required high levels of meal supplementation pre 
lambing. This year swards are being grazed off tightly before closing off for grazing. 
However as with most sheep farms closing off grass for silage at the end of may will 
more often than not lead to the production of average quality silage at best.  
 
 
 

 
 
Producing silage of the quality required to make a significant difference to levels of 
meal required pre lambing i.e. (D Value 70+, CP ~14%, ME ~11.5 DM ~%) may 
prove difficult on this farm due to the demand for grass in March, April and May. 
 
Some members of the group suggested that making feeding a 100% straw/concentrate 
diet would differ significantly in cost from that of average quality silage and 
concentrate. This would allow the farm to maintain more ewes. This will be 
considered after silage is harvested in 2011 and analysed. 



 
Reseeded fields 
 
Field 1 – 
 

• pH = 5.7,  P = 1, K = 0 (soil analysis January 2010) 
• This field was sprayed with glyphosphate in early august, ploughed, power 

harrowed and seed applied by broadcasting.  
• Grass mix was 

 5kg Foxtrot Late Diploid  
 4.5kg Pastour – Late Diploid  
 3kg Dunluce – Late Tetraploid  
 1.5 Crusader – Medium leafed White clover. 

• Grass establishment has been very successful. A dense productive sward with 
fast regrowth has been achieved. Currently grazed with ewes and lambs on a 
rotational grazing basis.   

• Lime was applied at an equivalent rate of 2.5t per acre at establishment stage 
with.  Fertiliser 17.17.17. This spring 24.6.12 has been applied.  

• Ewes and lambs will continue to graze this field in a rotation with grass 
quality being achieved reducing the requirement for any creep 
supplementation. 

 


