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Background and Introduction

Organic Farming
Scheme (OFS)

The Organic Farming Scheme is an
integral part of the Northern Ireland
Rural Development Programme 2007 -
2013 (NIRDP). This programme is part-
financed by the European Agricultural
Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD)
with co-funding provided by the
Department of Agriculture and Rural
Development (DARD). The OFS will
play an important role in delivery of
Axis 2 of the NIRDP:

e improving the environment and the
countryside through land
management.

In the DARD Strategic Plan, one of the
five Goals — Goal 4 - is ‘to develop a
more sustainable environment’. Key
targets include:

¢ reversing the decline in farmland
biodiversity;

¢ enhancing the landscape; and

®* managing our natural resources to
improve the quality of our water, air
and soil.
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OFS will contribute to the priority target
in the Northern Ireland (NI) Programme
for Government 2008 — 2011 to:

¢ increase to 50% the area of
agricultural land in NI covered by
environmental enhancement
agreements by 2013.

This booklet explains how the OFS
works and provides guidance on the
requirements of this Scheme.

Please read this booklet carefully
before you sign your OFS agreement.
When you join the OFS, this
Information Booklet will form part of
your legal agreement with DARD.
Please retain this Information
Booklet for the duration of your
agreement.

Further information and advice can be
obtained from the points of contact
provided in Appendix 3.
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www.organicfarmers.org.uk
www.sopa.org.uk
www.orgfoodfed.com
www.soilassociation.org/certification
www.biodynamic.org.uk



http://www.organic-trust.org/







Appendix 2

Cross-Compliance

6. Protection of Habitats,
Archaeological Sites and
Permanent Pasture

e Comply with the Environmental
Impact Assessment (Agriculture)
Regulations (NI) 2007.
Farmers/landowners must not
undertake new drainage works,
ploughing, clearing, levelling,
reseeding or cultivations on
uncultivated land or semi-natural
habitats without prior approval from
us. Semi-natural habitats include
woodland, scrub, moorland,
wetlands and species rich
grassland.

e Retain all archaeological features,
ponds, shelterbelts, trees protected
under the Tree Preservation Order
and earth science sites.

¢ Do not burn heather, gorse, whin or
fern between 15 April and 31 August
(Game Law Amendment Act (NI)
1951).

¢ Infilling any land with soil, spoil,
hardcore or any waste material
requires written consent from DOE
Special Studies Unit, Planning
Service before commencing any
works. The telephone number is
028 9041 6880.

Further details of the above can be
found on our website
www.dardni.gov.uk or
www.ruralni.gov.uk or refer to DARD
booklets Cross-Compliance Verifiable
Standards 2005 and 2006, Cross-
Compliance Verifiable Standards 2005
and 2006 Supplement SMR 11 Food
and Feed Law and Cross-Compliance
Verifiable Standards 2007.


www.dardni.gov.uk
www.ruralni.gov.uk









