








¢ Where you have established one or more Habitat Enhancement Options
noted in Table 1, and agreed as shown in your Schedule, you should enter
the code and area of the Option established in the appropriate field, and
note the remainder of the field area as Improved land (IG) if applicable. For
example, if field 1 has a total area of 3.50ha and you have planted 0.5ha in
wild bird cover (one year single-seed crop), enter the code ‘WBC1’ and the
area 0.50 into the first row for field 1. If 0.10ha is planted in Rough Grass
Margin, enter ‘RGM’ and the area 0.10 into the next row for field 1. The
remainder of the field area of 2.90ha should be entered as IG in the next row

for field 1.

e |f you manage land in both ‘Conservation cereal’ and ‘Retention of winter
stubble’, you can claim payment for each of these options on the same area
of land. In this case, the total area claimed for NICMS will be greater than
the Geographical Information System (GIS) field area.

¢ If you manage land under the Organic Management Option (OMO), you
should note this as code OMO in Column L of the FDS and enter the area.
You should also enter the appropriate land classification code for the same
land (for example IG, SIG or a Habitat Enhancement Option code) and the
area. In this case, the total area claimed for NICMS will be greater than the
Geographical Information System (GIS) field area.

Table 1 Habitat Enhancement Options for Improved land
Lapwing fallow plots LWF
Retention of winter stubble WST
Conservation cereal CSC
Wild bird cover - one year single-seed crop WBCH1
Wild bird cover - one year multi-seed crop WBC2
Wild bird cover - two year multi-seed crop WBC3
Undersown cereals USC
Rough grass margin RGM
Pollen and nectar mix PON
Organic Management Option OMO

e To help you fill in Column L, a full list of NICMS codes is given in Annex 7 of
this Guide. Please refer to your NICMS Agreement and Schedule for details
on those codes which are relevant to you.

¢ When you have finished entering all the codes and areas for each field in the
NICMS into column L, you should add up all the areas to give the total area.
Include in your total those areas noted as ‘NE’ on your Schedule.
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Column M - OFS

* You should look carefully at your OFS Schedule issued with your agreement
to help you complete column M of SAF2. Codes for fields or part of fields
should be entered using the code list given in Annex 8 of this Guide.

¢ Unlike the NICMS, the OFS is not a ‘whole farm’ scheme and you may enter
only certain parcels of land. Field areas that are part of your OFS should be
given the relevant code and area.

e For example if field 1, area 3.50ha, is part of your OFS and 2.50ha is
classified as ‘Organic, Improved grassland’, you should enter code ORI and
area 2.50 into the first row for field 1 in column M. If the remainder (1.00ha)
is classified as ‘Organic, Horticultural land’, you should enter the code
‘ORH’ and the area 1.00 into the second row for field 1.

¢ When you have finished entering all the codes and areas for each field in the
OFS into column M, you should add up all the areas to give the total eligible
area.

Common Grazing
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¢ You should record all the common grazing that is part of your holding at
Columns A - H. If you are using this land to claim SFP you should record the
area at Column H and at Column | for LFACA.

e If common land forms part of your NICMS and/or OFS agreement, you

should include it at Columns L and M.

e If you do not know the area you will have, you should check with your local

DARD office for the notional area you have been allocated.



A Guide to GIS maps

Note: Maps are not included in your application pack.

It is essential you use the most up-to-date map(s) for all the land you are declaring.

Make sure any information you provide is as accurate as possible. You may be
penalised if we find that the changes you made are incorrect.

Owned land

Conacre land

Common land

. . Did you Have you ) L
Did you notify any ke land i taken new Do you have rights within
changes to your map take land in - - o an area of common
during 2008? conacre in |- d4in grazing?

20087
20097
Yes No Yes Yes Yes

A revised A revised We will not You should Common land will not be
map will havel [ map will not send you a contact the shown on your owned map
been issued have been farm map landowner but the grazing area will be

to you. issued to separately to obtain the listed in the data table on

you. If the for land not | | most up-to- the right hand side of the
most recent owned by date map. map. The Farm Survey
map you you unless number of common grazing
hold is not a change can be easily recognised as
correct you was notified the map number is always
should to that map 900 or more, for example.
complete in 2008. 4/013/902. For the majority
form GIS 2 If you are of Commons in County
(See next claiming for Down, the area will be
page) fields not allocated each year through
shown, you Trustees. If you are not
should satisfied that the area of
contact the common grazing is correct,
landowner you should contact your
to obtain local DARD office.
the most
up-to-date
map.
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GIS - Reporting of changes to farm maps

Do you agree with the information on the map?

A
s’ \

V4 AN

Yes

No

U4
’

.

If you are content that
the details on the map
are correct, you
should use the details
to complete your 2009
SAF 2 (Field Data
Sheet)
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You should complete form GIS 2 if:
You do not agree with the information on your current map.

There are permanent changes to the boundary of the land on your
holding, for example, if you have split or amalgamated fields. Holding
means all land which you farm whether owned by you or someone
else.

Some of the land on your holding is no longer in agricultural use, for
example, buildings, lanes, roads or other ineligible features such as
tanks built under the Farm Nutrient Management Scheme.

You have sold land.
When completing form GIS 2 ensure that

Any changes made on form GIS 2 agree with the details you give on
your Field Data Sheet.

Section 4 MUST be signed by the Landowner. The tenant should also
sign Section 4 if he is reporting the change.

You submit the GIS 2 to your local DARD office by 15 May 2009 as
any form submitted after that date may delay your Single Farm
Payment or other aid applications and you may be penalised.

You DO NOT return form GIS 2 to Orchard House with your SAF 1
application form. If you do, this may delay your Single Farm Payment.

You notify local DARD office immediately of any changes to field
boundaries which take place after submission of the 2009 Single
Application. You should also write to Single Farm Payment Branch in
Orchard House to adjust your 2009 application accordingly. If you do
not tell us about changes and we later find these, we may penalise
you.

Applications cannot be amended after 9 June 2009 to increase areas
claimed. You should read Section 11 of this Guide for further advice on
Amendments, Corrections or Withdrawals of Single Farm Application
forms.

If you have bought land, contact your local DARD office for advice.

The local DARD office will issue a new map to the landowner when the
changes have been processed.

You should contact your local DARD office if you have any queries on
maps - not Orchard House.




Advice on how to complete your Field Data Sheet (FDS) where land you had
previously claimed as eligible has been reduced.

If a field area was previously claimed as being in agricultural use but has since been
reduced, for example due to a slurry store, building or laneway, then the area must

be adjusted on your FDS and a GIS 2 completed to notify us of the change to the
field area. (See Guide to GIS maps and reporting of changes to farm maps).

For SFP purposes, you also need to deduct from the area you claim as eligible any
dense patches of scrub which cannot be accessed by animals as these areas are
not eligible for SFP. You need to decide if animals can access the rest of the field
and/or that the scrub is sufficiently scattered throughout the field to allow animals to
graze. If you consider the rest of the parcel is grazeable, then you can include this
grazable area as eligible agricultural area.

Any feature over 4m wide (or 2m if adjoining fields) should be deducted from the
area to be measured. However, features up to 4m wide such as walls, drainage
ditches, buffer strips, hedges and so on, and which serve as boundaries between
agricultural fields, and are traditionally part of good agricultural practice, may also be
included. For claim purposes, 2m width should be attributed to each adjoining
agricultural field with the remaining area being deducted.

Example

The diagram above shows two LFA fields which are recorded on your FDS as
Field A 3ha
Field B 4ha

This information has been taken from your verified claim position for 2008 and
has been pre-printed on your FDS also shown below.

For 2009, you need to adjust the eligible areas of both fields because

¢ Field A has 1ha of dense scrub/whins, although the rest of the field is
grazable;

¢ 0.5ha of Field B has been used to build a house and a laneway;

¢ There is a hedge adjoining the fields which is 10m wide.
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You should amend your FDS as follows:

The House and Lane area are no longer part of Field B and are therefore ineligible.
These should be deducted from the agricultural area of Field B.

Although still part of Field A, the dense scrub (land use code OT7) cannot be used.
It should therefore be deducted from the eligible area of Field A (Column G).

Width of hedge dividing Field A and Field B is 10m wide. As it is over 4m, you should
allocate 2m of the hedge to each field, but you need to deduct the remaining

6m (3m from Field A and 3m from Field B) for claim purposes. In this example,
approximately 0.09ha (the estimated area of the hedge in both fields) should be

deducted from the eligible area of Field A and Field B at Column H and I.

Field Column C Column F Column G Column H Column |
Number (Total area (Use in 2008) | (Area of field | (Area (Area
Eligible and used) (ha) activated for | claimed for
ineligible SFP) (ha) LFACA) (ha)
agricultural
land) (ha)
A 3.00ha FR 1 3.00 3.00 3.00
Amend A 3.00 ha FR1 1.91 1.91 1.91
Scrub/whin oT7 1.00
hedge OoT7 0.09
B 4.00ha FR1 4.00 4.00 4.00
Amend B 3.50ha FR1 3.41 3.41 3.41
House/lane OT7 0.50
hedge OT7 0.09

Advice for Landowners who are claiming only their own land

As a landowner and claimant, it is your responsibility to ensure the details on your
map are correct and to notify us of any changes using form GIS 2.

If you have notified us of any changes to your map during the last year, we will have
issued you with a revised map at that time. You should use this map when
completing your 2009 FDS.

If you have not notified us of any changes to your map in the last year, we will not
have issued you with a new map this year. If the most recent map which you hold is
not correct you should complete form GIS 2.

Advice for Tenants and/or Landowners who also lease in/take in conacre

If we have not been notified of any changes during the 2008 scheme year for land
you have leased in or leased out, and you are using the same land to support your
2009 claim, we will not have issued you with a new map this year. You can use the
map you hold to complete your 2009 Single Application and FDS.

If we have been notified of any changes during the 2008 year to land you lease in or
lease out we will have issued you with a new map.
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This map will be based on your 2008 claim and will show the fields claimed in 2008
that currently match GIS.

You should contact the landowner from whom you lease in/take in conacre if you
have any queries about your map.

As a landowner and/or claimant, it is your responsibility to ensure the details on the
map for land being claimed by you are correct and to notify us of any changes using
form GIS 2. If you complete form GIS 2 for leased land/land in conacre, you will
need to arrange for the landowner to sign the GIS 2.

You do not need to complete a GIS 2 if your tenant is reporting a change of land
details on form GIS 2. The tenant should contact you and ask you to authorise the
mapping changes before the GIS 2 is returned to the local DARD office.

Common Grazing

If you have rights within an area of common grazing, the common will not be
displayed on the map but the grazing area will be listed in the data table on the right
hand side of the map. The Farm Survey Number of common grazing can be easily
recognised as the map number is always 900 or more, for example, 4/013/902. For
the majority of Commons in County Down the area will be allocated each year
through Trustees. If you are not satisfied that the area of common grazing is correct,
you should contact your local DARD office.

Changes to field boundaries after 15 May 2009

You should notify your local DARD office immediately of any changes to field
boundaries which take place after submission of the 2009 Single Application. You
should also complete a SAF 3 and send it to Single Farm Payment Branch in
Orchard House to adjust your 2009 application accordingly.

If you have been selected for inspection, or we have notified you of an error in your
application, we will correct your map but cannot change the part of your application
affected by this change.

You cannot remove a hedge/boundary without permission from DARD. If you wish to
apply to remove a field boundary, you should contact Countryside Management
Branch. Contact Details can be found in Annex 10 of this Guide.

If you do not tell us about changes and we later find these we may penalise you.

You are still obliged to provide us with details of all the agricultural land on your
holding, even if you are not claiming for that land. If you are withdrawing a field or
fields from your application, you should only withdraw from the aid scheme you no
longer wish to claim for. In other words, you should withdraw from columns H, |, J,
K, L or M as appropriate on your FDS but not from columns A - G.
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Section 5 The Single Farm Payment Scheme 2009

Who is eligible to apply

To be eligible to claim payment under the Single Farm Payment (SFP) Scheme, you
must meet all of the following conditions:

1. You must be a farmer undertaking agricultural activity.
2. You must hold Payment entitlements and have eligible agricultural land.

3. Any individual land parcel (field) you declare to activate SFP entitlements
must be at least 0.1 hectares. If you have Special Entitlements you can
activate these without any land but you must satisfy the required level of
agricultural activity we have told you about.

4. The land on which you claim payment must be at your disposal on 15 May
of the year of the claim.

5. You will be responsible for Cross-Compliance obligations relating to that
land for the entire calendar year and you must ensure the land remains in a
use which is eligible for SFP.

Cross-Compliance
In return for payments under:
e Single Farm Payment;
e | ess Favoured Area Compensatory Allowances Scheme;
e Aid for Energy Crops;
¢ Protein Crop Premium;
¢ Organic Farming Scheme;
¢ NI Countryside Management Scheme;
¢ Woodland Grant Scheme (agreements signed after 1/1/07);
e Farm Woodland Premium Scheme (agreements signed after 1/1/07);

e Sustainable Forest Operation Grant Scheme (agreements signed after
1/1/07).

you must maintain your land in Good Agricultural and Environmental Condition
(GAEC) and comply with a number of specific legal requirements known as Statutory
Management Requirements (SMRs). This is known as Cross-Compliance. We will
carry out inspections to verify that all these requirements (as relevant to your
business) are being met.

If you do not meet the Cross-Compliance requirements as appropriate to your farm
business, you may be penalised under the schemes listed and your payments, under
those schemes, reduced. Penalties for breaches of Cross-Compliance will be
proportionate to whether the breach was caused intentionally or negligently and to
the severity, extent, permanence and repetition of the non-compliance.
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You can find full details of Cross-Compliance in the guidance booklets which are
listed at Section 1 of this Guidance Booklet.

Basic examples of Cross-Compliance penalties are provided in Section 11 of this
Guide. You can also get details of the Cross-Compliance Verifiable Standards and
information on the setting of penalties for breaches of the Cross-Compliance
Verifiable Standards on our web-site at www.dardni.gov.uk/index/grants-and-
funding

On-farm Inspections

By submitting a Single Application, you agree to permit the Department to carry out
on-farm inspections with or without prior notice at any reasonable time(s). When
notified of an on-farm inspection, you should arrange to be present for the
inspection or, if unavailable, to have a representative nominated in your place to
assist the inspecting officer. If you, or others acting on your behalf, prevent an
inspection from being carried out, no payment will be made.

Every inspection will be the subject of a report and you (or your representative) will
be given the opportunity to sign the report indicating your presence at the inspection
and to add your observations if you so wish. If you are not present at an inspection
where irregularities are found, we will send you a copy of the report.

We must carry out on-farm inspections on approximately 5% of applicants to check
eligibility for SFP. This will involve around 2,000 applicants out of some 40,000
applications. In accordance with EU requirements, 1% of businesses are selected
randomly. The remaining 4% of businesses are selected using risk based factors
such as the length of time since their last inspection, results of previous inspections,
changes in areas from previous years claim.

Approximately 1% of applicants will also be selected for verification of the Cross-
Compliance standards that come under the responsibility of each of the authorities
designated to undertake Cross-Compliance inspections.

Provided the purpose of the inspection is not jeopardised, we may give advance
notice of our intention to undertake an inspection. For land related inspections this
announcement may be up to 14 days in advance of the proposed inspection.
However, for inspections involving livestock advance notice will not exceed 48
hours.

It is not possible for an Inspector to advise of the effect on your claim of ineligible
areas or non-compliances detected at inspection. If penalties are to be applied to
your claim, you will be notified by SFP Branch or Grants and Subsidies Branch at a
later date.

Cross-border Applications
(i) Holdings within other United Kingdom Regions

If you have land in more than one region of the United Kingdom, and you manage
this land as part of the same farm business as the business in Northern Ireland, this
will affect the way you claim SFP payments. This is because the schemes in
Scotland, Wales and England are managed differently from Northern Ireland.
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If you have land in more than one region of the United Kingdom, you will have to

apply to only one Paying Agency to receive payment for your entire holding. You

should apply to the Paying Agency responsible for the region where most of your
holding is located.

The Paying Agencies are the:
e Department of Agriculture and Rural Development for Northern Ireland;
e Rural Payments Agency for England;
e Scottish Government, Rural Payments and Inspection Directorate;
¢ Welsh Assembly Government, Department for Rural Affairs.

If most of the land relating to your business is located in Northern Ireland, the Single
Application pack supplied by the Department will include a Single Application Form,
Field Data Sheet and Applicant Guide from the other region(s) in which you farm.
You should fill in the forms from the other region along with the NI Single Application
Form and return them both to the Single Farm Payment Branch in Orchard House.

If most of the land relating to your business is in another region of the United
Kingdom with some land in Northern Ireland, you should receive an application
pack from the Paying Agency in the other region. The Application Pack will
include the relevant Department’s Application Form and Applicants’ Guide. You
must return the forms to the Paying Agency which issued the pack by 15 May 2009.

Note:

If you have land in another region of the United Kingdom and this land is managed
as a separate farm business from the business in Northern Ireland, and you
established entitlements separately, in both regions, in 2005, then these rules will not
apply. You will have to complete separate forms in both regions.

(ii) Land in the Republic of Ireland

It is not possible to use land that is situated in the Republic of Ireland (ROI) to
activate entitlements in Northern Ireland.
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Conversion of Set-aside and National Reserve Entitlements
From 1 January 2009

* There is no longer a requirement to set land aside. Set-aside entitlements
have been converted to Standard entitlements. The rules on usage and
activation apply for the 2009 SFP Scheme.

¢ National Reserve entitlements have also been converted to Standard
entitlements and the rules on usage, activation and transfer of Standard
entitlements apply for the 2009 SFP Scheme.

¢ For previous scheme years (2005, 2006, 2007 and 2008) the rules relating to
Set-aside entitlements and National Reserve entitlements in those scheme
years will continue to be applied.

Allocation of Entitlements to Orchard and Nursery Stock Producers

If you are an orchard or nursery stock producer and have recently been allocated
new entitlements, these will be shown as standard entitlements. These can be used
to claim SFP for the 2009 SFP Scheme year and in future years.

Payment Entitlements and how to claim them

Payment entitlements were established in 2005 and no further entitlements can be
established, except in very specific circumstances. It is, however, possible to obtain
entitlements through lease or purchase from a farmer who currently holds
entitlements and who wants to lease or sell these.

If you hold entitlements on 15 May 2009, you can activate your entitlements for
payment so long as you meet the Scheme rules. If you want to maximise your SFP
you should activate all of your entitlements. To do this, you must have an equal
number of eligible hectares at your disposal on 15 May 2009.

1. Standard Entitlements
Most applicants now hold only standard entitlements.

To claim Standard entitlements, you must have an equal number of eligible hectares
at your disposal on 15 May 2009. This land must remain in an eligible use for the
entire 2009 calendar year (1 January 2009 - 31 December 2009), except in cases of
Force Majeure/Exceptional Circumstances. Except in cases of Force
Majeure/Exceptional Circumstances, you must use standard entitlements at least
once every 3 years, otherwise we will take them from you and return them to the
National Reserve. We will write and tell you if we are going to do this.

2. Special Entitlements (an entitlement subject to special conditions)

To activate all of your Special entitlements you must maintain the level of agricultural
activity that we have told you about. We will check the Livestock Unit (LU) activity
requirement on a date to be specified for the scheme year concerned. We will not
pay you until we have confirmed that the level of LU activity has been met for that
scheme year. Except in cases of Force Majeure/Exceptional Circumstances, you
must use special entitlements at least once every 3 years, otherwise we will take
them from you and return them to the National Reserve. We will write and tell you if
we are going to do this.
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Changing Special Entitlements to Standard Entitlements

You can change a special entitlement to a standard entitlement by declaring

1 hectare of eligible land. You do not have to change all your special entitlements
over at one time. Once you change over you cannot change back (in other words,
standard entitlements cannot be changed back to special entitlements).

Activating Entitlements

As long as you claim an equal number of eligible hectares on your SAF we will
activate your entitlements up to the limit you have given on your form in the
following order:

1. Entitlements beginning with those with the highest unit value which you
would lose if they are not activated in the current year. In other words, any
entitlements which have not been activated in the previous two years.

2. Then we will activate other entitlements to the limit supported by your
eligible land, activating first those with the highest unit value. If entitlements
are of equal unit value, we will give priority to those which were not
activated in the previous year.

If for some reason you do not want to activate all your entitlements and have ticked
“No” at Question 2 of Section 1 on your SAF 1, you should complete Column D of
SAF 1 to tell us the number and type of entitlements you want to activate.

Adjustments to the Gross Value of SFP Entitlements

The gross value of your SFP will be subject to the following reductions.
The complete order of reductions is as follows:

e over-declaration penalty (if applicable);

e |ate claim penalty (if applicable);

¢ under-declaration penalty (if applicable);

e compulsory modulation;

¢ voluntary modulation;

e financial discipline and/or net ceiling deductions®;

e offset of penalties from previous years (if applicable); and
¢ Cross-Compliance penalty (if applicable).

* Financial discipline and/or net ceiling deductions means we would reduce
your payment to make sure that the EU budget ceiling is respected.

Transfer/Trading of Entitlements

You can only transfer or trade entitlements in accordance with the requirements of
the EU Regulations. If you want to transfer entitlements you must tell us of your
intention to do so using Form TE1 “Application to Transfer Single Farm Payment
Entitlements”. These forms are issued on request and may be issued with a request
for a Business Change notification form BC1.
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The deadline for TE1 applications to be effective within the scheme year is 2 April.
Any applications received after this deadline will become effective in the following
scheme year.

If you are considering transferring or trading entitlements, you need to read the
Transfer of Single Farm Payment Entitlements Guidance booklet to make sure that
you understand the rules completely. You can get a copy of the booklet from
Trading/Entitlement Section in Orchard House.

Land at your Disposal

The land on which you are claiming SFP must be at your disposal on 15 May 20009.
You will probably know which land is at your disposal because you own and farm
the land and take full responsibility for managing the land. However, you should sort
out all issues to do with whether the land is at your disposal before you make a
claim. If you do not and we find that the land was not at your disposal, this will mean
that you have over-declared and you may be penalised.

Landowners and tenants should agree the precise terms of land letting
arrangements and who has the right to claim payment of aid on individual fields
before they submit an application form. It will not be possible for more than one
farm business to claim payment for the same field.

In circumstances where the landowner is claiming SFP and has let the land in
conacre, it is possible for the tenant to claim LFACA, PCP or ECS on that land,
providing each claimant ensures that they meet the full requirements of the
respective schemes to which they are applying. A failure to meet these requirements
may result in penalties being applied.

If the landowner has leased the land to another farm business, we consider it is
unlikely that the landowner can retain sufficient control of the land to claim SFP on
that land. In such cases we would advise that only the tenant should claim SFP.
You are recommended to seek legal advice regarding leases. In particular if the
landowner is intending to claim SFP on land leased to another farmer, legal advice
should be sought as to whether the terms of the lease would enable the landowner
to satisfy the SFP eligibility conditions regarding this land.

Cross-Compliance and land at your disposal

You are responsible for Cross-Compliance obligations relating to all agricultural land
you declare on your SFP application for the entire calendar year, as well as ensuring
the land remains in a use which is eligible for SFP claims.

You should be aware that if you transfer land to another person after 15 May, you will
remain responsible for ensuring that the Cross-Compliance requirements relating to
that land are met until the end of the calendar year. Therefore, you may wish to
consider putting in place an agreement with the other party to protect your position
in the event of a Cross-Compliance breach.

Similarly, if you acquire land from another person before 15 May and subsequently
use it to claim SFP, you will be responsible for the maintenance of Cross-
Compliance for the full calendar year, including the period from 1 January to the date
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when the land was acquired. Therefore, when the land is being transferred, you
should carefully consider the implications of this requirement along with the third

party.

Information on Cross-Compliance penalties can be found in Section 11 of this
Guide.

Eligible Land

The land on which you are claiming SFP must be in an eligible land use for the
entire 2009 calendar year (1 January 2009 - 31 December 2009) except in cases of
Force Majeure/Exceptional Circumstances.

Eligible land for the purpose of activating entitlements under the Single Farm
Payment Scheme includes any land that is used for permanent pasture, arable crops
or permanent crops. A list of specific eligible crop uses is provided in Annex 2 of this
Guide.

The following land area is also eligible for SFP for 2009 scheme year:

¢ Short-rotation coppice. Declare this land as OT8 or EC1 if Aid for Energy
Crops is also being claimed.

¢ | and that was claimed and on which SFP was paid in respect of 2008
scheme year and is subsequently (after 31 December 2008) converted to
forestry under an EU scheme. It remains eligible for the duration of the
forestry scheme. Declare this land as OT9.

¢ | and that was claimed and on which SFP was paid in respect of 2008
scheme year and is subsequently (after 31 December 2008), planted with
trees or removed from production under an EU Agri-environment scheme,
remains eligible for the duration of the EU Agri-environment scheme.
Declare this land as OT10.

e Land in an EU Forestry Scheme or an EU Agri-environment scheme on
which SFP was paid in 2008 in respect of set-aside entitlements remains
eligible for the duration of the relevant scheme. Declare this land as OT11
or OT12 as appropriate.

Note:

The entire land area meeting the conditions outlined above for crop codes OT8,
0T9, OT10, OT11 or OT12 is eligible for SFP. For example in these cases there is
no need to deduct areas taken up by trees.

Land Grazed by Horses

You can claim payment on land which you use mainly for grazing but which you
occasionally use for non-agricultural purposes (for example, an annual gymkhana).

However, areas of land used by horses for other activities, such as a ménage, and
land used for non-agricultural purposes, such as racecourses, gallops or as a show
jumping arena are not eligible. This includes the land in the centre of the racecourse.
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Woodlands
Non-Grazed woodlands

1. Non—grazed woodland is not eligible to claim SFP, except in the specific
circumstances described in the “Eligible Land” paragraphs above
concerning crop codes OT9 or OT11.

2. You should use Code OT6 for non-grazed woodland when completing your
Field Data Sheet.

Grazed woodlands

1. Parcels of grazed woodland with less than 50 trees per hectare are eligible
to claim SFP.

2. Parcels of grazed woodland with more than 50 trees per hectare may also
be considered eligible if you can demonstrate that:

e there has been a history of acceptable grazing practice (for example
through previous scheme applications, or the presence of trees with
features caused by browsing - such as basal swelling); and

e grazing is not damaging the ecological value of the site, for example by
significantly reducing the number of existing tree seedlings and saplings
or by reducing the occurrence of grazing sensitive plants such as
bramble.

3. New woodland that is grazed may also be eligible, provided that the trees
are adequately protected from grazing.

4. Woodland planted under the terms of the Woodland Grant Scheme and
Farm Woodland Premium Scheme or the Agri-environment Scheme option
(provision of native trees/ungrazed grass margins planted with trees) will
not constitute grazed woodland as the tree density is substantially in
excess of 50 trees per hectare.

5. When claiming for grazed woodland under SFP, you should use code OT3.

6. If claiming land as grazed woodland (under crop code OT3) you must make
appropriate allowances for the area taken up by the trees. In these cases,
deductions must be made in respect of areas within an agricultural parcel
where trees or bushes are preventing the growth of vegetation suitable for
grazing.

7. All relevant Cross-Compliance standards, including those relating to
over-grazing and supplementary feeding, also apply to these areas.

Grazeable Scrub/Whins

Land which is accessible and grazeable can be considered eligible for SFP and
LFACA provided dense patches of scrub and whins, or areas inaccessible because
of scrub or whins, are excluded from the area claimed.

If the eligible area of a field has been reduced due to scrubs/whins following an
inspection, this area should not be increased in 2009, unless you have good reason
for doing so.

37



When you have whins or scrub in a field, you need to exclude areas which are not
capable of being grazed from your claim for SFP. If we find, either at an inspection or
otherwise, that you have claimed for land which is not grazeable you may be
penalised.

You should use code FR1 for the area that is eligible for SFP and you should use
Code OT7 for the area excluded.

Hemp

Land used to grow hemp is eligible for SFP, but special rules apply, see Annex 4 for
details.

Split Fields

Generally, requests for more than one producer to activate entitlements on different
parts of the same field parcel will not be accepted unless there are two clearly
defined crops and may lead to penalties being applied. If more than one producer is
farming the same field with the same crop group, the field will need to be physically
split. Each producer will then need to show their share of the parcel on their Field
Data Sheet.

For example, field 1 is 3.50ha and has crop code FR1. 2.50ha are claimed by
Producer A and 1.00ha by Producer B. The producers need to erect an actual fence
denoting the boundary and complete form GIS 2 to report the change. We will
process the change on GIS and field 1 will become 1A = 2.50ha and 1B = 1.00ha.
Producer A should note field 1A and Producer B should note field 1B on Field Data
Sheets at Column G and Columns H, |, J, K, L or M as required.

In the case of arable land, where farmers have been encouraged to establish rough
grass margins along the field boundary, these grass margins may be treated as the
physical divide.

Land Not Eligible for SFP

Land which is used for the following purposes is not eligible for activating
entitlements:

¢ Non-agricultural use - for example, land used as a golf course, racetracks
for horses or motor sports (including land in the centre of the race or motor
track), roads, lanes or as a campsite or for peat cutting. Use Code OT7; or

¢ Non-grazeable woodlands, including Christmas trees. Use Code OT6.
As an exception, non-grazable woodlands are eligible if you meet the
specific circumstances described in the “Eligible Land” paragraphs on p36
concerning crop codes OT9, OT10, OT11 and OT12.

Limited Non-Agricultural Use Land
Generally only agricultural land is considered eligible for SFP.

However, there are certain non-agricultural activities which may qualify for SFP. You
can find a list of permitted non-agricultural activities at Annex 3 of this Guide. This is
not a complete list but will give you an idea of the types of activity that will be
considered under each of the three categories.
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You should contact the SFP Branch in Orchard House before beginning any non-
agricultural activities listed in Annex 3. We will advise you whether the activity will
invalidate the land you have declared for SFP purposes.

You should also be aware that the EU Commission may make EU Regulations
concerning the use of land for non-agricultural purposes and eligibility of such
land for SFP in 2009, which may alter the general guidance provided in Annex 3.
It is therefore very important that you obtain further advice from SFP Branch in
Orchard House before commencing, or permitting any non-agricultural activity.

Cross-Compliance and Non-Agricultural Activities

In all cases, Cross-Compliance conditions will apply on all agricultural land which
you declare on your SFP application form for the whole calendar year. This includes
limited non-agricultural use land and the period when it is in non-agricultural use.
The Cross-Compliance requirements do not apply to non-agricultural land.

The limits apply to the number of days on which a non-agricultural use takes place,
not a number of 24-hour periods to be divided over a larger number of days. If you
go over these limits, the affected area, rather than the whole holding or, as the case
may be, whole field, will be regarded as ineligible. Special consideration will be given
on a case-by-case basis where the 28-day limit has been exceeded due to Force
Majeure/Exceptional Circumstances. This guidance is for SFP purposes only and
other legal restrictions, for example, planning restrictions, may also apply.

In all cases, Cross-Compliance conditions apply to the agricultural area for the
whole calendar year.

Special provisions for land used for military training

In some cases, land will be used by the Ministry of Defence for military training. We
treat this as being in the national interest and so it does not affect your ability to
claim under the SFP Scheme. Cross-Compliance conditions still apply.

Claiming SFP for Land in Agri-environment Schemes
The following schemes are referred to as Agri-environment schemes:
¢ Countryside Management Scheme (CMS - pre 2008);
¢ Environmentally Sensitive Areas Scheme (ESAS - pre 2008);
¢ Organic Farming Scheme (pre 2008);
¢ NI Countryside Management Scheme (from 1 January 2009); and
¢ Organic Farming Scheme (from 1 January 2009).

You must declare all land in Agri-Environment Schemes on the FDS (Columns A - G
and H as appropriate). As long as the land meets the SFP eligibility criteria, it can
form part of your SFP claim.

You must only complete FDS Columns L and/or M for Agri-environment schemes
which started on 1 January 2009, that is NI Countryside Management Scheme
(from 1 January 2009) and Organic Farming Scheme (from 1 January 2009).

For Schemes agreed before 2008, that is Countryside Management Scheme
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(CMS - pre 2008), Environmentally Sensitive Areas Scheme (ESAS - pre 2008) and/or
Organic Farming Scheme (pre 2008), you must not complete columns L and M. For
these schemes you will make your claim in the normal way during the year.

Land that was claimed and on which SFP was paid in respect of the 2008 Scheme
year and is subsequently (after 31 December 2008) planted with trees, or removed
from production, under an EU agri-environment scheme, remains eligible for the
duration of the EU agri-environment scheme. Declare this land as OT10.

You can claim SFP on land under a management agreement with NIEA in the
Management of Sensitive Sites (MOSS) scheme provided that land meets the
eligibility criteria.

Land in Woodland Schemes

The following schemes are referred to as Woodland Schemes and are covered by
Article 31 of Regulation (EC) No. 1257/1999, including agreements originally set up
under Regulation (EEC) No. 2080/92:

¢ Farm Woodland Premium Scheme (FWPS);
¢ Woodland Grant Scheme (WGS).

See paragraphs on Woodlands concerning the eligibility of woodland for SFP
on p 36-37.

Land taken out of production due to Force Majeure/Exceptional Circumstances

To receive payment on your entitlements your land must be at your disposal on 15
May 2009 and must be in an eligible use throughout the calendar year (1 January
2009 to 31 December 2009). If for reasons of Force Majeure/Exceptional
Circumstances some or all of your land is not available to you on 15 May 2009 or is
ineligible for SFP at any time during 2009, you may still be able to receive payment
of your entitlements. To be considered under these provisions you must write,
explaining the circumstances, to Single Farm Payment Branch in Orchard House.

We will consider all applications citing Force Majeure/Exceptional Circumstances on
land on an individual basis to confirm that you were prevented from using the land or
that the land was ineligible for SFP because of Force Majeure/Exceptional
Circumstances. For example, work begins on a GAS pipeline on 1 December 2009.
If we accept Force Majeure/Exceptional Circumstances, you can use the land to
support activation of entitlements as it was available on 15 May 2009.

For us to consider Force Majeure/Exceptional Circumstances, the land must be
unavailable to you on 15 May 2009 or ineligible for SFP for at least some part of
the 2009 calendar year. The land must be able to be returned to agricultural use or
become eligible for SFP. You must provide clear documentation indicating when the
land is likely to come back into agricultural use.

We will not consider land that is ineligible for SFP for the whole of 2009, and is
removed permanently from agriculture because of the Force Majeure/Exceptional
Circumstances. If this applies, you will have to obtain other eligible land to claim
payment of SFP in such circumstances.
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Examples of eligible Force Majeure/Exceptional Circumstances events will be those
that temporarily remove the land from the farmer’s agricultural business. These
include:

1. Land vested for roadway where part of the land is used to house the
contractor’s machinery etc. The land will return to you for use after the
contract is complete. We will not consider the land used for the actual road
under these provisions;

2. Land vested by a utility for work where the land is returned to agricultural
use after the work is complete, for example, pipe laying.

If you have signed an agreement, or are similarly committed to permitting work to
take place but the consequences of not doing so would be that a vesting order
would be applied for, this will be considered Force Majeure/Exceptional
Circumstances. You will be required to provide evidence as to when you were made
aware of the work or the intention to apply for a vesting order.

Note:

If, during 2009 your land has been purchased as part of a vesting order, we may
accept Force Majeure/Exceptional Circumstances in relation to your claim for SFP
for 2009 only. In subsequent years you will have to use other land eligible for SFP to
support payment of your entitlements. We will not allow you to consolidate your
entitlements.

Penalties

If you do not meet the scheme rules, or we find an inaccuracy, we will apply
reductions and exclusions (that is, penalties). You should read carefully the
Penalties, reductions, exclusions part of Section 11.
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Section 6 Less Favoured Area Compensatory Allowances (LFACA) 2010

Introduction

The Less Favoured Area Compensatory Allowances (LFACA) 2010 scheme is part of
the Northern Ireland Rural Development Programme 2007 - 2013.

The Rural Development Programme 2007 - 2013 is part financed by the European
Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) and the Department of Agriculture
and Rural Development.

We will issue explanatory notes for LFACA 2010 to those who claimed LFACA 2009.
If you did not claim last year and you might this year, please phone (028) 7129 9072
to ask for a copy of the notes.

LFACA 2010 will be similar to the 2009 scheme.
The scheme has two parts:

1. An area based payment for eligible hectares of Severely Disadvantaged
Land (SDA) and Disadvantaged Land (DA).

2. A cattle bonus which increases the area based payment for those
producers who have 25% or more of their eligible livestock units (LUs) as
suckler cows or heifers.

In short, to claim you must:
¢ have at least 3 hectares of eligible forage land in the SDA and/or DA;

¢ keep enough eligible stock to meet the minimum 0.2 LUs per hectare (ha)
stocking density requirement;

¢ have the land available and accessible and meet the stocking density
requirement throughout the period of 1 April 2009 to 31 October 2009;

e adhere to the Cross-Compliance requirements;

¢ undertake to farm in the Less Favoured Area (LFA) for five years from the
first payment of a compensatory allowance; and

e complete the application.
Eligible Forage Land

You must farm at least three hectares of eligible forage land (which may include your
share of common land) lying within the designated LFA in NI.

Eligible forage land is land that has been accepted by us as either SDA or DA.

Your land must be declared on the 2009 IACS/Single Application Form (SAF 1) and
on the Field Data Sheet(s) under land use codes FR1 GRASS (grass for grazing, hay
or silage, rough grazing, grazed heather, lucerne, sainfoin, clovers, forage vetches)
or OT3 GRAZED ORCHARDS or GRAZED WOODLANDS.

This land must have been available and accessible to you for use for maintaining
livestock or producing a forage crop for the entire seven month period of 1 April
2009 to 31 October 2009.

42



The same area of land cannot be used by more than one farm business to claim
payment for LFACA.

Although lowland is not eligible for LFACA payment, you must show the lowland you
had available over the qualifying period, as it is used when calculating milk quota
reductions. We will use the milk quota held by you at 31 March 2009 and convert it
to notional hectares at a rate of 10,000 litres = 1 hectare.

Eligible Stock

Eligible stock will continue to be:
e suckler cows and heifers;
¢ breeding ewes;
¢ breeding female deer;
¢ breeding female goats.

For LFACA 2010, you must have carried out on a continuous basis one or more of
the following eligible activities throughout the entire period 1 of April 2009 to 31
October 2009. That is, maintaining a:

¢ herd of suckler cows forming part of a regular breeding herd for the rearing
of calves for meat;

e flock of sheep comprising eligible ewes, as defined in Council Regulation
(EC) No. 73/2009 (Article 100(a));

¢ breeding herd of farmed deer;
¢ herd of goats, for milk or fibre production.
Cattle Bonus

To be eligible for the cattle bonus the number of suckler cows and heifers expressed
in livestock units must be at least 25% of the total eligible animals expressed in LUs
throughout the entire seven month period of 1 April 2009 to 31 October 2009.

Animals that can count towards the calculation to determine eligibility for the bonus
payment are suckler cows, heifers, breeding ewes, breeding female goats and
breeding female farmed deer. The number of heifers that can count as eligible
animals must be no greater than 40% of your total number of suckler cows and
heifers.

Stocking Density

To qualify for LFACA 2010, your stocking density must be at least 0.2 LU/ha
throughout the entire seven month period of 1 April 2009 to 31 October 2009.

Additionally, the number of heifers that can count as eligible stock must be no
greater than 40% of your total number of suckler cows and heifers.

If your holding has an Agri-environment Scheme (AES) agreement or similar that sets
a maximum stocking density at less than the LFACA minimum of 0.2 LU/ha, we may
consider allowing the stocking density set in the agreement to replace the LFACA
minimum stocking density requirement.
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If you think this applies to you, please contact our LFACA Section on (028) 7131
9947 and they will look at your case.

To enable us to consider your case, you must provide the entire formal document
covering the agreement.

This document must be signed by the parties involved and it must give the effective
dates and clear details of the land covered and the stocking restrictions that apply.

The onus is on you to produce the evidence we require and in a form that is
acceptable to us.

Requirement to farm in the LFA for at least five years

Article 14(2) of Council Regulation 1257/1999 says you must, as in previous years,
undertake to farm in the LFA for at least five years from the first payment of a
compensatory allowance.

Cross-Compliance

You must comply with the Cross-Compliance Verifiable Standards. You can find full
details of the Cross-Compliance requirements in the booklets which are listed in
Section 1 of this Guide.

You must adhere to the Cross-Compliance requirements across your entire holding.
If you do not, we may penalise you.

How to claim

To apply for LFACA 2010 you must complete the 2009 IACS/Single Application (SAF
1) and the Field Data Sheet(s).

You must insert the number of hectares claimed at Section 2, Question 3 of your
SAF 1. If you have breeding ewes, you must put the number of them you have at the
date of application in the box at Section 2, Question 3.1.

You must declare your land through the FDS, but only LFA land within NI will be paid
on. Use column | of the FDS to identify the area of each field claimed for LFACA, you
should note that only land which has been declared in column F of the FDS as FR1
or OT3 will be eligible for LFACA payment (see Annex 6 for information on Land Use
Codes).

To help determine if the minimum stocking density requirement of 0.2 LU/ha is met,
we will use the breeding ewe numbers you submit at Section 2, Question 3.1 of the
SAF 1 and the cattle details held on the Animal and Public Health Information
System (APHIS).

Penalties

If you do not meet the scheme rules, or we find an inaccuracy, we will apply
reductions and exclusions (that is, penalties). You should read carefully the
Penalties, reductions, exclusions part of Section 11 of this Guide and in particular
the LFACA insert that deals with the over-declaration of land.
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Conacre land

Many farmers claim LFACA on conacre land. With the introduction of the SFP
Scheme, some landowners established SFP entitlements on the LFA land that they
let in conacre. Landowners could establish and claim SFP entitlements on land they
owned and continue to let to farmers provided they retained sufficient management
control of the land to enable them to maintain it in GAEC. However, the farmer to
whom the land is let may use this conacre land to support claims for LFACA
payment.

In circumstances where the landowner is claiming SFP and the tenant is claiming
LFACA for the same land, each must ensure that they meet the full requirements of
the respective schemes to which they are applying. Failure to meet these
requirements may result in penalties being applied.

In conacre and leasing agreements, great care should be taken to avoid both
parties claiming under the same scheme for the same land.

You should read carefully the Leased Land part of Section 2 of this Guide.
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Section 7 NI Countryside Management Scheme (NICMS) 2009

Introduction

This only applies if your NICMS agreement started on 1 January 2009. You must
make your annual claim for payment by completing SAF1 and the Field Data Sheet.

If your Agri-environment scheme (Environmentally Sensitive Areas Scheme (ESAS) or
Countryside Management Scheme (CMS)) started on or before 31 December 2007,
a separate annual claim form will be sent to you in the normal way close to your
anniversary date and you must not complete the agri-environment information
sections of SAF1 and FDS. If you wrongly complete these sections, this may delay
processing of your payments claimed on this form.

Eligibility
To be eligible to make a claim, you must have a NICMS agreement and have
completed the requirements of that agreement and schedule.

How to claim

To claim for NICMS 2009 you must properly complete Sections 2 and 10 of the 2009
IACS/Single Application (SAF 1) and Column L of the Field Data Sheet(s).

Cross-Compliance

You must comply with the Cross-Compliance Verifiable Standards. You can find full
details of the Cross-Compliance requirements in the booklets which are listed in
Section 1 of this Guide.

You must adhere to the Cross-Compliance requirements across your entire holding.
If you do not, we may penalise you.

Penalties

If you do not comply with your NICMS Agreement and Schedule, or if you make a
false or misleading statement on the claim form, your payment may be reduced or
your agreement may be terminated depending on the type and severity of the
breach of agreement. In the event of a dispute as to whether a breach of agreement
has occurred, you will have the right to appeal the decision to reduce or withhold
payment, or terminate your agreement. Force Majeure may apply in exceptional
circumstances.
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Section 8 Organic Farming Scheme (OFS) 2009

Introduction

This only applies if your OFS agreement started on 1 January 2009. You must make
your annual claim for payment by completing SAF1 and the Field Data Sheet.

If your OFS started on or before 31 December 2006, a separate annual claim form
will be sent to you in the normal way and you must not complete the OFS
information sections of SAF1 and FDS. If you wrongly complete these sections, this
may delay processing of your payments claimed on this form.

Eligibility

To be eligible to make a claim, you must have an OFS agreement and have
completed the requirements of that agreement and schedule.

How to claim

To claim for OFS you must properly complete the information relating to OFS in
Sections 2 and 10 of the 2009 IACS/Single Application (SAF 1) and Column M of the
Field Data Sheet(s).

Cross-Compliance

You must comply with the Cross-Compliance Verifiable Standards. You can find full
details of the Cross-Compliance requirements in the booklets which are listed in
Section 1 of this Guide.

You must adhere to the Cross-Compliance requirements across your entire holding.
If you do not, we may penalise you.

Penalties

If you do not comply with your OFS Agreement and Schedule, or if you make a false
or misleading statement on the claim form, your payment may be reduced or your
agreement may be terminated depending on the type and severity of the breach of
agreement. In the event of a dispute as to whether a breach of agreement has
occurred, you will have the right to appeal the decision to reduce or withhold
payment, or terminate your agreement. Force Majeure may apply in exceptional
circumstances.
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Section9  Aid for Energy Crops (ECS) 2009

Introduction

Aid for Energy Crops (ECS) is paid on crops used for the production of energy
products. Payment is €45/ha but we may reduce the area claimed if the ceiling of
2.0 million hectares within the EU is exceeded.

Applicants can use short rotation willow coppice, winter/spring ‘00’ rapeseed,
miscanthus, wheat and reed canary grass as fuel for heating their agricultural
holding and for the production on the holding of power or biofuels.

If you use land for ECS you will also be eligible to claim SFP.

You should note that 2009 will be the last year of the ECS. The scheme will then
be abolished.

Eligibility
To receive payment you must meet the following conditions:

1. The areas you have applied for measure at least 0.3 hectares (minimum size of
holding and 0.1 as minimum parcel size).

2. You must have a concluded contract with a collector or first processor of the
harvested raw material from your crops, unless you are using your own crops
on-farm.

3. The contract must give at least the following:
* The names and addresses of the parties to the contract.
¢ The duration of the contract to include harvest dates.

* The species of all raw materials concerned and the area planted with each
species, identified by land parcel, the date planted.

¢ Any conditions applicable to the delivery of the forecast quantities of raw
material and end products, for example, weather and land conditions.

¢ The intended use of the raw material and the technical description of the
envisaged transformation.

® There must be an undertaking by the farmer to fulfil obligations and
undertaking of the first processor or collector to use raw materials in line
with scheme rules.

False delivery declarations will lead to each relevant year being recovered. The first
processor/collector must sign the declaration of delivery.

4. Both parties must agree to fulfil their obligations under the scheme.
Note: The collector or first processor must lodge a security of €60/ha with the
Rural Payments Agency (RPA) for the land area of energy crops he has
contracted with growers. This security is required from the first year of harvest
only.
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5. You must confirm that the crop, for example, willow, will be used in the
production of energy products.

6. Separate contracts must be agreed for each raw material.

7. The first processor is to ensure that the economic value of the energy products
obtained by processing raw materials shall be higher than that of all other
products intended for other uses and obtained from such processing.

8. For on-farm use there must be a written declaration by the IACS application
date containing species and areas, first year of foreseen harvest; an undertaking
to process raw material no later than 31 July of the second year following
harvest and intended use and transformation process. Quantities on-farm must
use representative yields and if not, all raw materials must be used. Date of
harvest and quantities of raw material must be declared.

9. A collector/first processor must accept or facilitate on-the-spot checks to be
performed by DARD or to provide records of processing. This is also the case
for on-farm use records.

10. You must comply with the Cross-Compliance Verifiable Standards.
See Section 5 of this Guide.

Form ECS/DEC1 - Declaration of Exemption

You can apply for an exemption from a contract where you grow and process energy
crops on your holding. These crops include, short rotation coppice forest trees or all
cereals or certain oilseeds, grown for processing to an energy product. Soya bean
meal may not be used for energy. Hemp must conform with normal controls for
variety and content. The exemption allows the use of a declaration form (ECS/DEC1
available from SFP Branch Orchard House) instead of the contract under certain
conditions.

The declaration must provide the same information and observe the same
conditions as the contract where appropriate. A separate declaration must be made
for each raw material. The declaration must be submitted for all years prior to and
including harvest. For multi-annual crops, the years prior to harvest may be grown
(and claimed) under a declaration that includes

(a) species and area of all raw materials; and
(b) indication of first year of harvest foreseen.

Growers taking advantage of this exemption must have all the raw material
harvested weighed at an approved weighbridge. Separate accounts must be kept
for the raw material, energy products and any by-products. For oilseeds and cereals
the raw material should be denatured (rendered unfit for consumption).

Force Majeure/Exceptional Circumstances

In the case of Force Majeure/Exceptional Circumstances, an applicant may inform
Single Farm Payment Branch that owing to such circumstances he is unable to
deliver all or part of the raw materials specified in the contract. SFP Branch may
decide, if there is sufficient evidence, to amend delivery quantities to collector or first
processor.
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How to Claim

If you want to claim ECS payments for 2009 you must enter the total area claimed at
Section 2, Question 4 of your Single Application form. To support your application
you must submit a declaration or a copy of a concluded contract to Single Farm
Payment Branch in Orchard House.

If you process your own crop on-farm to produce an energy product you only have
to submit a completed ECS/DEC1 with your Application.

If you are supplying a collector or processor you must enter into a contract and send
a copy of that contract when you return your Single Application. This
contract/declaration is to be made by the Single Application deadline of 15 May.

A contract may be needed for each raw material. The collector or first processor
with whom you are contracted must also send a copy of the contract and lodge a
security of €60 per hectare with the RPA in England for all areas covered by the
contract. They must do this at the same time as you submit your Single Application.

Penalties

If inspections or administrative controls find that you have failed to deliver the
required quantity of raw material or have not met any of the other scheme
requirements, we may reduce or withhold your payments.

If you require further information on ECS there is an Aid for Energy Crops Guide.
If you need any advice on the Scheme you should contact Environmental Policy
Branch, Room 651, Dundonald House, Upper Newtownards Road, BELFAST,
BT4 3SB for further information.

Tel:  (028) 9052 4130
Fax: (028) 9052 4059
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Section 10 Protein Crop Premium (PCP) 2009

Introduction

Protein Crop Premium (PCP) is paid on the area of protein crops grown. These are
defined as:

¢ Peas (falling within CN code 0713 10);
e Field beans (falling within CN code 0713 50); and
e Sweet lupins (falling within CN code ex 1209 29 50).

PCP is payable at a rate of €55.57/ha, but we may reduce the area claimed if the
ceiling of 1.648 million hectares within the EU is exceeded.

If you use land for PCP you will also be eligible to claim SFP.

Eligibility

To receive payment you must meet the following conditions:
1. The minimum area claimed must be at least 0.3ha.

2. Under EC rules you must sow all crops in line with local standards.
This means that you must prepare the land and sow seeds in a manner,
and at a seed rate, that could be expected to produce a normal marketable
crop.

3. You must maintain the crops in line with normal agricultural practice. You
must not harvest any crops until they reach the stage of lactic ripeness. In
the United Kingdom it is acceptable to harvest proteins at a maximum
moisture content of 30% in order to meet this requirement (that is, crops
which are harvested dry).

4. If you sow protein crops in a mixture with cereals, to receive the PCP, you
must be able to prove that the protein crop seeds are the main crop seeds
in the mixture. As evidence of the mix, you should retain seed labels,
invoices and sowing records. In the event of an inspection, we may ask to
see this evidence in addition to making a physical assessment of the crop.
and

5. You must comply with the Cross-Compliance Verifiable Standards.
See Section 5 of this Guide.

How to Claim

If you want to claim PCP you must enter the total area claimed at Section 2,
Question 5 of your 2009 Single Application form.
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Penalties

If inspections or administrative checks find that you have not met any of the other
scheme requirements, we may reduce or withhold your payments.

If you require further information on PCP you should contact Farm Policy Branch,
Room 910, Dundonald House, Upper Newtownards Road, BELFAST, BT4 3SB for

further information.

Tel:  (028) 9052 0813
Fax: (028) 9052 4266
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Section 11 Rules Applicable to all Schemes under the Single Application

Business Registration (Form FB1)

We cannot pay you unless you are registered with us as a farm business and have a
business identification number (business ID). If you have not done so, you should
contact your local DARD Office immediately to get advice and an application form
FB1. This form must be received by us, where possible, before and no later than the
date you submit your application form (SAF1). We should receive your SAF 1 by 15
May in any given scheme year (or penalties may apply and your payment reduced).

Please note that SFP Entitlements for existing businesses were established in 2005
and no further entitlements may be established except in very specific
circumstances. If you register as a new farm business this does not mean that we
will award SFP Entitlements. You will have to obtain payment entitlements by
transfer. You will need to read the Transfer of Single Farm Payment Entitlements
Guidance booklet and you can get a copy of the booklet from Trading/Entitlement
Section, SFP Branch in Orchard House.

Separately Managed Businesses

You can send in separate SAF1s for different farms in which you are involved only if
you manage them as separate businesses according to certain conditions. It is your
responsibility to demonstrate that the businesses are separate. In deciding whether
they are separate, we may need to seek further information from you.

Business Categories
We have three categories of Business ID:

Category 1: Farm businesses. Subject to meeting scheme conditions, a category 1
ID enables the holder to have Single Payment entitlements, receive Single Payment,
receive LFACA, participate in Agri environment schemes and apply under measures
in the Rural Development Programme. To register animals beyond category 3 levels
it is necessary to have a category 1 ID.

Category 2: For projects applying for rural development funding measures, other
than those measures where there is a category 1 ID requirement. If the applicant
already holds a category 1 ID, a separate category 2 ID will not be provided.

Category 3: Previously, those who wished to register a small number of animals
were given a provisional Business ID. These will now be known as category 3 ID’s.

If you are an existing farm business your ID will not change and there is no need for
you to take any action. If you wish to seek funding under any of the schemes on the
SAF 1, you must have a category 1 ID.

Changes to your Business Structure

Minor Business Changes

These are changes to e-mail addresses, phone contact details or correction of
spelling errors, it does not include a change of address. You can make these
changes at any time either by telephoning or writing to Orchard House or your local
DARD office.
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Other Business Changes

If any changes, other than the minor changes listed above, have taken place you
must contact the Business Change Section, Single Farm Payment Branch, Orchard
House or your local DARD office for the necessary form which you should complete
and return to Orchard House or your local DARD office immediately.

1. Form BC1 - to notify us of a change to the membership of a business
(including trading title and change of address). See Business Change
Notification Guidance Booklet for further information.

2. Form TE1 - to notify us of a transfer of entitlements within the business,
including transfers as a result of a merger or scission/split in a farm
business. See Transfer of Single Farm Payment Entitlements Guidance
Booklet for further information.

What to do if a member of the business dies.

If a member of a business dies (either a sole trader or a member of a multi-member
business) it is important that the personal representatives of the business contact us
in writing as soon as possible.

If you do not notify us of the death of a business member we will not be able to
transfer entitlements to the beneficiaries of the estate and any payment that may
relate to the entitlements held by the deceased may not be paid.

Beneficiaries must be a registered business with us and must hold any inherited
entitlements on the 15 May of the given Scheme year in order to claim Single Farm
Payment. If this business is not in place by 15 May 2009 you should arrange to
have the application form completed by whoever is acting on behalf of the
deceased.

Advice on how to deal with inheritance of entitlements is contained within the
Trading of Entitlements Guidance Booklet and Business Change Notification
Guidance Booklet. If you have any questions in relation to the inheritance of
entitlements and how to notify us of a death, you should contact the Business
Change Section, SFP Branch in Orchard House on (028) 7131 9900.

Payment Details

We no longer issue Payable Orders. All Schemes covered by the Single Application
will be made electronically into your bank or building society account using the
Bankers Automated Clearing System (BACS) and in sterling unless you tell us you
want to be paid in Euro. See Question 13 on your Single Application form for
details.

A remittance advice note will continue to be issued providing details of the BACS
payment made to you.

Credit Union accounts can also be used where farmers do not have a bank or
building society account. Farmers must receive written approval from their Credit
Union before submitting account details to us as there are limits to the amounts that
can be kept in individual Credit Union accounts.
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If you want to let us know about a change to the account details we already hold for
your business, please contact System Management Section in Orchard House on
(028) 7129 9074 to obtain the appropriate form.

BACS forms are also available on the DARD website: www.dardni.gov.uk
Note - the same bank account cannot be used by more than one farm business.
Overpayments

You will have to refund any overpayments should you be paid more than you are
entitled to receive under the rules of any of the schemes covered by the Single
Application. You must also pay us interest covering the period between the date we
told you about the overpayment and the date you make the repayment. We will write
to you explaining how the amount due has been calculated and how you must repay
the overpayment.

Penalties, Reductions, Exclusions

We will check all application forms to ensure they have been completed correctly
and that the eligibility rules of the Schemes are being met. We will return application
forms which are incomplete or incorrect to you for completion/correction. If you do
not meet the rules, or we find an inaccuracy we will apply reductions and exclusions
(that is penalties) according to the Scheme rules. Under the EU Regulations, we do
not have discretion to waive penalties except in cases of either Force
Majeure/Exceptional Circumstances or obvious error. A false declaration made
deliberately or recklessly may also lead to criminal prosecution.

Penalties
Examples of circumstances when you may be penalised include:
Late applications (received after 15 May 2009)

Single Farm Payment Scheme (SFP)

Protein Crop Premium (PCP)

Aid for Energy Crops (ECS)

NI Countryside Management Scheme (NICMS)

Organic Farming Scheme (OFS)

2010 Less Favoured Area Compensatory Allowances (LFACA)

Except in cases of Force Majeure/Exceptional Circumstances, if you send us your
Single Application Form after 15 May 2009 and before 9 June 2009, we will reduce
your payment under all the schemes you have claimed, by 1% per working day.
No applications will be accepted after 9 June 20009.

For example:

If we receive your Single Application on 22 May 2009 (five working days late), you
will lose 5% of the value of aid for each scheme claimed in 2009.
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Amendments to your applications between 1 June and 9 June 2009 inclusive

Single Farm Payment (SFP)

Protein Crop Premium (PCP)

Aid for Energy Crops (ECS)

NI Countryside Management Scheme (NICMS)

Organic Farming Scheme (OFS)

2010 Less Favoured Area Compensatory Allowances (LFACA)

Applications already received by us may be amended to increase the area you have
claimed but you will be penalised on the amended fields. We will reduce your
payment under all the schemes you have claimed, by 1% per working day
between 1 June and 9 June. No amendments will be accepted after 9 June 2009.

For example:

On 5 June you add 2 additional fields on your FDS which will allow you to activate 2
more SFP entitlements. You will lose 5% of the payment due in respect of the value
of the added land for the aid schemes the land is used to support.

Important: If you have already been notified of an error in your SAF, or notified of an
inspection which subsequently reveals errors, you cannot rectify the error or amend
details of the area of land concerned.

Discrepancies in areas declared

We cannot pay on an area greater than the area you declare on your SAF for each
Scheme you are claiming. If the area we find is greater than the area you declared
on your SAF, we will pay on the area you declared.

Under-declaration of land

Single Farm Payment Scheme (SFP)
Protein Crop Premium (PCP)
Aid for Energy Crops (ECS)

Penalties will apply to the above Schemes if you fail to declare all the agricultural
land on your holding.

You must declare all the agricultural land you have on 15 May 2009 on your Single
Application/FDS, including forestry and common land even though you are not
using some of the land to claim.

If there is a difference between the total area you declare and the total agricultural
land that you should have declared, we will reduce your payment for SFP, PCP
and ECS as follows:

Difference Reduction

Up to 3% or 2ha No reduction in payment
More than 3% and not exceeding 20% 1% reduction

More than 20% and not exceeding 50% 2% reduction

More than 50% 3% reduction
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For example:

You hold 100 SFP entitlements.
You declare 100ha on your SAF
We find 125ha

Therefore, under-declaration is 25% (25/100 x 100).

We will reduce your payment by 2% for SFP, ECS and PCP.
All your entitlements have been activated for 2009 SFP Scheme.

Over-declaration of land
Circumstances where we may apply over-declaration penalties are:

¢ If you declare more land on your holding than we find at inspection or as
a result of administrative checks;

¢ If you declare ineligible land;

¢ If you duplicate fields with another farm business. Two or more farm
businesses cannot claim payment on the same area of land under the
same scheme;

¢ If you declare land to activate entitlements which has not been at your
disposal on 15 May 2009; and

¢ If you claim for land that you have leased to another farm business, for
example you claim SFP on land you have leased to another farmer who is
claiming NICMS.

We have provided some examples of over declaration penalties as follows:
1. SFP, PCP and ECS p58-61

2. LFACA p62-65

3. NICMS and OFS p66-68
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1. Examples of over-declaration penalties for

Single Farm Payment Scheme (SFP)
Protein Crop Premium (PCP)
Aid for Energy Crops (ECS)

For SFP, if we find a difference between the number of SFP payment entitlements
you hold and the number of eligible hectares you declared on your SAF, we will
calculate your SFP payment on the lower number.

These rules will apply in cases where the number of hectares of eligible land found is
less than the number of hectares declared as part of the SAF, or for SFP, the number
of payment entitlements held.

Whether penalties are appropriate depends on a comparison between the number of
hectares of eligible land declared, the number of hectares found, and for SFP, the
number of entitlements held

You will not be penalised if you declare more eligible land at column H than you
need to activate all the entitlements you are claiming and we find the area is equal
to or more than the number of payment entitlements you are activating.

For example:

Number of entitlements held = 10
Number of eligible hectares declared = 15
Number of hectares found = 12

¢ You will be paid on all 10 entitlements because you have sufficient hectares
available to support your claim.

It is important to remember that where there is an over-declaration penalty, and
the SFP entitlements are of different unit values, payment and penalties will be
calculated on the average value of the entitlements in relation to the area
declared and the area found.

We will consider over-declaration of land for SFP, ECS and PCP in two stages:
(i) Over-declaration by crop group

Firstly we will decide whether there has been an over declaration within a particular
crop group, that is, where the area declared on your application is greater than the
area actually found (the determined area).
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The penalties to be applied are:

Difference

Reduction

Up to 3% or 2ha

If all entitlements are of the same unit
value No reduction in payment (area
reduction only). If however,
entitlements are of different unit
values, no penalty will apply for the
over declaration but payment may be
reduced as it will be based on the
average value of each entitlement.

More than 3% or 2ha, but not exceeding 20%

The area will be reduced by twice the
area difference found (area over-
declared x 2) and multiplied by the
average unit value of the entitlements
to calculate payment due.

More than 20%

No aid to be paid in the current
scheme year

For Example:

1. The farm business has over-declared its SFP area by 1.52% (1.5 ha) and
has more entitlements than the area found. The entitlements are of

different values.

You hold 100 SFP entitlements 50 @ €150 each €7,500
50 @ €100 each €5,000

Total value of your SFP entitlements

You have declared 100ha

€12,500

Average value of your entitlements €12,500/100 = €125
We find 98.5 ha, meaning you have over-declared by 1.5ha.

Result

1. As the difference over- declared is less than 3% or 2ha, we will not apply a

penalty.
2. We will activate (pay) 98.5 entitlements.

3. Payment will be 98.5 x €125 (average value of entitlements)

4. 1.5 entitlements are NOT activated in 2009.
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For Example:

2. The farm business has over-declared its SFP area by 10% and holds
more entitlements than the area determined. The entitlements are of

different values.

You hold 60 SFP entitlements 50 @ €150 each €7,500
10 @ €100 each €1,000

Total value of your SFP entitlements

€8,500

You have declared 55ha on your Single Application

Average value of your entitlements (50x 150) + (5x 100) = €8,000 divided

by 5 = €145.45
We find 50ha.

Result

1. In this case we will reduce the area found by 10ha (2 x 5ha).

2. We will activate 50 entitlements but you will be paid on 40 entitlements at an

average value of €145.45 (€5818)
3. 5 entitlements are NOT activated in 2009.

Within each crop group, for example SFP, it is possible to offset over-declarations

against under-declarations.

(i) Over-declaration by overall area

If the area declared on the application i.e. columns H, J and K on the FDS exceeds
the overall area of all the crop groups actually found penalties may apply.

Difference

Reduction

More than 30% but less than or equal to 50%

No payment will be made in the
current Scheme year for SFP, PCP or
ECS.

More than 50%

No payment will be made in the
scheme year. In addition, a sum
equal to the amount which
corresponds to the difference
between the area declared and the
area determined will be off-set
against claims for SFP, PCP and ECS
due in the following three years. If the
amount cannot be fully off-set the
balance should be cancelled.
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For Example:

The farm business has over declared SFP by more than 50%. As a result you have
declared by more than 50% across all crop groups (SFP, PCP and ECS).

SFP

You hold 100 entitlements

50 standard at €100 €5,000
50 standard at €50. €2,500
Total value €7,500

You declare 90ha.

The average value of your entitlements is (50 x 100) + (40 x 50) = €7,000 / 90
=€77.78

We find 35ha.

PCP and ECS

You declare 1ha for each scheme. We determine 1ha for each scheme.

Result:
1. You will not receive payment for any of these schemes in 2009.

2. In addition, we will recover the amount over declared (55Ha) x average
value of your SFP entitlements over the next 3 years.

3. 35 entitlements will be considered activated in 2009.

4. 55 entitlements are not considered activated in 2009.

61



2. Examples of over-declaration penalties for

Less Favoured Area Compensatory Allowances (LFACA) 2010

Article 16 of Commission Regulation (EC) No 1975/2006 provides for reductions and
exclusions (penalties) for the over-declaration of land on a holding.

Article 16 states that the areas declared by a beneficiary which receive the same rate
of aid shall be considered as forming one crop group for the purpose of the
application of the relevant articles of Commission Regulation (EC) No. 796/2004.

For LFACA, because of the two different rates of payment, the SDA will be treated as
forming one crop group and the DA & CL together will be treated as forming the
other crop group.

The full application of Article 16 this year introduces two significant changes to the
way we deal with over-declarations, these are

1. Penalties for over-declarations within a crop group (SDA or DA/CL) remain within
that crop group. But, if the overall amount (SDA and DA/CL) of the over-
declaration is greater than 30% then no LFACA payment is due.

2. If the overall amount of the over-declaration is more than 50%, the penalty is no
LFACA payment for that year. Additionally, the farmer is excluded from receiving
aid up to an amount equal to the amount which corresponds to the difference
between the area declared and the area determined. This sum can be
off-set against claims made in the three years following the finding, and can affect
schemes such as LFACA, AES, Forestry and SFP.

If the amount can not be fully off-set after three years the balance will be
cancelled.

() Over-declaration by crop group

First, we will decide whether there has been an over declaration within a particular
crop group (SDA or DA/CL). That is, where the area declared on your application is
greater than the area actually found (the determined area).

If there is an over-declaration, the penalties to be applied are:

Difference Reduction

Up to 3% or 2 ha None.

More than 3% or 2 ha, but not exceeding 20% The area of the crop group will be
reduced by twice the area difference
found (area over-declared x 2).

More than 20% No payment for the crop group
concerned in the current scheme
year
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For Example:

1. The farm business has over-declared DA only by between more than 3% or two
hectares but less than 20 % of the area determined.

The over-declaration is worked out as 16.66%. This is calculated by using the 10 ha
difference divided by the 60ha determined area of the combined DA & CL land
(combined because together they form one crop group) and used as a percentage.

Crop group Declared (ha) |Determined (ha) |Difference (ha) | % Difference
SDA 20 20 0 0

DA 50 40 10 16.66

CL 20 20 0

Totals 90 80 10 12.5

If the difference between the area declared and the area determined is more than
20%, then no SDA payment and/or DA/Common Land payment will be made.

Result

The area to be paid on will be reduced by twice the difference (2 x 10ha = 20ha
penalty, which is subtracted from the 60ha claimed and which equals 40ha).

For Example:

2. The farm business has over-declared SDA only by greater than 20% but less
than 30%.

Crop group Declared (ha) Determined (ha) Difference (ha) | % Difference
SDA 50 40 10 25

DA 20 20 0 0

CL 20 20 0 0

Totals 90 80 10 12.5

Result

There will be no payment due for the SDA. Amount to be paid on is 40ha DA/CL.
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(ii) Over-declaration by overall area

If there is an over-declaration across both crop groups (SDA and DA/CL) that is
greater than 30% the penalties to be applied are:

Difference Reduction

Greater than 30% but not exceeding 50% No payment of LFACA will be made
in the scheme year.

Greater than 50% No payment will be made in the
scheme year. In addition, a sum
equal to the amount which
corresponds to the difference
between the area declared and the
area determined will be

off-set and recovered against claims
made in the following three years.
If the amount cannot be fully
recovered the balance will be
cancelled.

For Example:

The farm business has SDA, DA & CL over-declared by greater than 30% but not
more than 50%.

Crop group Declared (ha) Determined (ha) Difference (ha) | % Difference
SDA 50 35 15 42.85

DA 20 15 5 33.33

CL 20 16 4 25

Totals 90 62 24 38.71

Result

No LFACA payment is due.
For Example:

The over-declaration for the farm business is greater than 50% for all measures
(SDA, DA & CL).

Result
No LFACA payment is due.

In addition, the off-set amount will be excluded from aid payments claimed for in the
three years following the finding. This could affect schemes such as LFACA, AES,
Forestry and SFP.
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Crop group Declared (ha) Determined (ha) Difference (ha) | % Difference
SDA 50 30 20 66.66

DA 20 14 6 42.86

CL 20 15 5 33

Totals 90 59 31 52.54
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3. Examples of over-declaration penalties for

NI Countryside Management Scheme (NICMS)
Organic Farming Scheme (OFS)

If you do not comply with your NICMS or OFS Agreement and Schedule, or if you
make a false or misleading statement on the claim form, your payment may be
reduced or your agreement may be terminated depending on the type and severity
of the breach of agreement. In the event of a dispute as to whether a breach of
agreement has occurred, you will have the right to appeal the decision to reduce or
withhold payment or terminate your agreement. Force majeure may apply in
exceptional circumstances.

Over-declaration of land
Circumstances where we may apply over-declaration penalties are:

¢ If you declare more land on your holding than we find at inspection or as
a result of administrative checks;

e If you duplicate fields with another farm business. Two or more farm
businesses cannot claim payment on the same area of land under the
same scheme.

If there is an over-declaration on a Farmland Habitat and/or a Habitat Enhancement
Option which has a single payment value, penalties will be calculated on that value.

It is important to remember, however, that where there is an over-declaration penalty
on a Farmland Habitat and/or a Habitat Enhancement Option which is tiered in
payment values, that is, the payment rates get lower depending on the number of
hectares entered into the Farmland Habitat and/or a Habitat Enhancement Option,
payment and penalties will be calculated based on the average value of the payment
rates in relation to the area declared, and the area found.

We will consider over-declaration of land for NICMS and OFS in two stages:
() Over-declaration by crop group

Firstly we will decide whether there has been an over declaration within a particular
crop group, that is, where the area declared on your application is greater than the
area actually found (the determined area). In terms of the NICMS, a crop group will
be defined as land entered into a Farmland Habitat and/or a Habitat Enhancement
Option. An NICMS claim will therefore be made up of many crop groups, as an
NICMS agreement will contain many different Farmland Habitat and/or Habitat
Enhancement Options.

In terms of the OFS, crop groups will be defined as each of the land categories
within the Scheme.
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The penalties to be applied are:

Difference

Reduction

Up to 3% or 2 ha

No reduction in payment (area
reduction only to ensure correct
payment).

More than 3% or 2 ha, but not exceeding 20%

More than 20%

The area of the crop group will
be reduced by twice the area
difference found (area over-
declared x 2)

No aid to be paid in the current
scheme year in relation to that
crop group.

For example:

1. You have declared 10.2ha of semi-improved low input grassland within your
NICMS claim. As you only hold 10ha of semi-improved grassland this is an
over-declaration of 2%. Because the over-declaration is under 3% you will not
be penalised, however you will only be paid for 10ha.

2. You have declared 11ha of semi-improved low input grassland within your
NICMS claim. As you only hold 10ha of semi-improved low input grassland this
is an over-declaration of 10%. The area of land over-declared will be multiplied
by 2 (that is, 1Tha x 2 = 2ha) and a penalty equivalent to the payment for 2ha of
the option will therefore be imposed on your scheme payment. You will
therefore only receive payment for 8 ha of semi-improved low input grassland

(that is, 10ha - 2 ha = 8ha).

(ii) Over-declaration by overall area

Difference

Reduction

Greater than 30% but not exceeding 50%

No payment of NICMS or OFS will
be made in the scheme year.

Greater than 50%

No payment will be made in the
scheme year. In addition, a sum
equal to the amount which
corresponds to the difference
between the area declared and the
area determined will be off-set and
recovered against claims made in
the following three years. If the
amount cannot be fully recovered
the balance will be cancelled.
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For example:

If you have disposed of land but continue to claim it resulting in an over-
declaration of 35%, no aid will be paid in the current scheme year. Please note
that if you buy land after you signed your agreement, this land cannot be claimed
for unless you have contacted DARD to add this to your agreement and you have
received confirmation that it has been added.

Result
No NICMS or OFS payment is due.

As stated above, this sum can be off-set against claims made in the three years
following the finding, and can affect schemes such as SFP, PCP, ECS, NICMS, OFS,
LFACA, and Forestry.
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Intentional Over-declaration of land
(for any of the Schemes claimed on your Single Application)

If you intentionally over-declare land within a crop group, and the difference between
the area you declare and the area we find is 20% or less of the area found. Where
we find the discrepancies are intentional, we will not pay any aid for the relevant
calendar year when the discrepancy is equal to or less than 20%.

If we find the difference is over 20% of the area determined within a crop group, we
will offset an amount equal to the value of the over-declaration against payments
due in the next three calendar years under the relevant schemes covered by the
Single Application Form.

An intentional over-declaration may also lead to criminal prosecution.
Force Majeure/Exceptional Circumstances

Force Majeure is defined as unusual circumstances, outside your control, the
consequences of which, in spite of all due care, could not be avoided except at the
cost of excessive sacrifice on your part. Examples of Force Majeure/Exceptional
Circumstances which may be recognised include:

¢ The death of the farmer;

¢ |ong term professional incapacity of the farmer;

¢ A severe natural disaster affecting the holding’s agricultural land;
¢ Accidental destruction of livestock buildings; or

¢ An epizootic disease affecting livestock, for example, Foot and Mouth
Disease.

If you want us to consider your claim under Force Majeure/Exceptional
Circumstances, you must let the SFP Branch in Orchard House know, in writing,
within 10 working days of being able to do so. You will have to prove that, despite
taking all reasonable measures to counteract their effects, the Force
Majeure/Exceptional Circumstances prevented you from meeting your obligations.
You must be able to provide information (supported by documentary evidence) of
the steps you have taken to prevent or lessen the effect of these circumstances.

We will look at each request individually and where we agree that Force
Majeure/Exceptional Circumstances apply, we will not normally apply penalties.

Amendments, Corrections or Withdrawals of Single Application Forms

To avoid any delay in payment or to avoid being penalised you should ensure you
complete your application accurately. If we have already told you about a problem
with your application or if we have given notice that an inspection will be carried out
and this inspection then reveals an irregularity, you cannot withdraw or change the
part of the application affected by the irregularity.

1. Amendments to your Single Application Form

You can make amendments to your application (up to and including 31 May
without penalty) to increase the area you have claimed. For example, to add
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fields if you are using them to support a claim for SFP. You can also make
changes regarding use and aid scheme for fields already included in the
application.

If we receive your amendment, to increase the area you have claimed, between 1
June and 9 June inclusive, we will reduce your payment relating to the fields in
question by 1% for each working day the amendments are late. We cannot accept
such amendments after 9 June 20009.

For example, if you have declared 20ha of land and realise you should have
declared 25ha you can write and tell us about the error. You can add the 5ha to
your application up until 31 May and no penalty will be applied. If you do this
between 1 June and 9 June inclusive we will treat this as an amendment but a late
application penalty will be applied to the additional 5ha.

. Obvious Errors

As a general rule, an obvious error has to be detected from information given in
the single application form submitted where an administrative check reveals
such errors.

In accordance with EU rules, we can adjust your application in cases of obvious
error. Decisions on whether or not to apply obvious error depend on the overall
facts and circumstances of each individual case, and we must be satisfied with
the obvious nature of the error involved. We cannot consider such errors a
systematic manner but must examine each and every case individually.

We would consider the following list to be obvious errors:

e Mistakes due purely to a clerical error, which are obvious during a simple
examination of the claim (such as a box not filled in or missing information);

¢ Incorrect statistical information;

e Mistakes found as a result of conflicting information, which is clear during a
more in-depth examination (manual or computerised) of the claim, which
compares information, including supporting documentation, such as maps,
sent to us in the same claim;

¢ Mistakes in calculations;

e Anomalies involving field numbers or references which we find during cross
checking of the claim with databases such as the field identification system;
and

e Figures reversed (for example, farm survey number 169 instead of 196).

We will not apply penalties for obvious errors if we are satisfied that you have
acted in good faith and there is no risk of fraud. You can amend obvious errors at
any time but such errors do take time to resolve and can lead to substantial
delays to your payment. You should make sure that you complete your application
form completely and accurately and avoid errors. Not all mistakes can be
described as obvious errors and may result in penalties being applied to your
payment.



3. Notified Errors

After you send us your application form you may realise that you have made a
mistake. You can correct your application form at any time, as long as you let the
SFP Branch in Orchard House know, in writing, before we tell you about an
on-farm inspection and provided we have not already told you about an error in
your application.

For example,
¢ you have 10 entitlements,

¢ you own 10 hectares of land and you take an additional 5 hectares in
conacre.

Your intention is to enter the 5 hectares of conacre land into the LFA scheme and
claim your entitlements using your owned land.

When completing your FDS you unintentionally enter two of the conacre fields for
SFP. After you have sent us your application you realise that you incorrectly
completed the FDS and may have duplicated land with your landlord. You can write
to us and correct your mistake provided we have not informed you of an on-farm
inspection and we have not already informed you of the duplication of land.

Applications cannot be amended after 9 June 2009 to increase areas claimed. If you
notify us of an error after that date, we will correct your application and you will not
be penalised but you cannot receive SFP on the adjusted area.

4. Withdrawal of Land

You can choose to withdraw all or part of your application for payment from any
aid scheme at any time, as long as we have not told you about any mistakes in
your application or told you of an inspection which subsequently reveals errors in
respect of the withdrawn information. You must make your application to
withdraw in writing to the SFP Branch in Orchard House.

You are still obliged to provide us with details of all the agricultural land on your
holding, even if you are not claiming for that land. If you are withdrawing a field or
fields from your application for payment, you should only withdraw from the aid
scheme you no longer wish to claim for. In other words, you should withdraw from
columns H, |, J, K, L or M on your FDS but not from columns A - G

Reductions Relating to Breach of Cross-Compliance Requirements

We may reduce your payment if you, or someone acting on your behalf, fail to
comply with any of the Cross-Compliance requirements relevant to your business.
You are responsible for your employees or persons who undertake tasks for you, as
well as for agents and those who could be said to be acting on your behalf.

You should also note that if you do not comply with certain Cross-Compliance
requirements relating to the Statutory Management Requirements, this may be a
criminal offence and, as such, would carry a criminal sanction. A failure to comply
with the requirements of the relevant legislation could, therefore, result in you being
prosecuted in addition to the payment reductions and exclusions detailed below.
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Applicants for the following payments must meet the requirements of
Cross-Compliance:

¢ Single Farm Payment

e | ess Favoured Area Compensatory Allowances Scheme

e Aid for Energy Crops

¢ Protein Crop Premium

¢ Organic Farming Scheme

¢ NI Countryside Management Scheme

¢ Woodland Grant Scheme (agreements signed after 1/1/07)

¢ Farm Woodland Premium Scheme (agreements signed after 1/1/07)

¢ Sustainable Forest Operation Grant Scheme (agreements signed after
1/1/07)

Negligent (Unintentional) Breaches

If you act negligently and fail to comply with a Cross-Compliance requirement,
payments due under the above Schemes will generally be reduced by 3% for each
non-compliance. However, this reduction can be reduced to 1% or increased to 5%,
depending on the seriousness of the breach. The seriousness of the breach will
depend on the assessment of the severity, the extent and permanence of the breach
identified. For very minor technical breaches we may issue a warning letter.

Example

We find a breach of a GAEC requirement. We judge that the breach is medium
severity, caused by negligence, rectifiable and the effect is confined on-farm. The
penalty for this breach would be a 1% reduction in your 2009 payments under the
above Schemes.

More than one negligent breach in the same Cross-Compliance area identified

If you commit more than one breach in the same Statutory Management
Requirement category (that is, either the environmental regulations, the public,
animal and plant health regulations or the animal welfare regulations) or GAEC
requirements, then we will treat this as one non-compliance.

Example
We find that you have negligently breached the following 3 GAEC requirements:

1) Soil Management Requirements

Has land been severely trampled or poached - Penalty 3%.

2) Supplementary Feeding Sites

Is there evidence of Sacrifice areas/paddocks (other than those permitted) -
Penalty 1%.
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3) Field Boundaries

Is there evidence of field boundary removal without prior DARD approval -
Penalty 1%.

Because the three breaches are negligent breaches, and fall within the same Cross-
Compliance Area (Area 1 - GAEC), we will treat them as one breach and will apply
the highest penalty in respect of the non-compliances identified, that is, a 3%
reduction in your 2009 payments under the Schemes listed on p72.

Repeat breach of the same specific Cross-Compliance requirement due to
negligence

If you repeat a breach of the same specific requirement within three years the
penalty to be applied will be the penalty in respect of the repeated non-compliance
multiplied by a factor of three. However, if you repeat the same breach again within
three years of the first repeat breach, the reduction applied in respect of the first
repeat breach will be increased by a factor of three up to a maximum of 15%. Once
the reduction reaches 15%, if you fail to comply with the same requirement, we will
treat you as having intentionally failed to comply.

Example

In 2006, we found that you negligently breached the following GAEC requirement:
Soil Management Requirements

Has land been severely trampled or poached? - Penalty 3%.

During 2008, we inspect you again and identify another negligent breach of the
same specific requirement which because of its severity would attract a penalty of
1%.

Because this is a repeat breach we must multiply the penalty level due in respect of
the repeated non-compliance by 3, that is, 1% X 3 = 3% reduction in your 2008
payments under the above Schemes.

As a follow on from the above example, in 2009 we find that you have again
negligently breached the same specific requirement. As this constitutes a second
repeat breach we must multiply the previous penalty by 3, that is, 3% X 3 =9%
reduction in your 2009 payments under the Schemes listed on p72.

Negligent breaches identified under different Cross-Compliance areas

Where we determine more than one negligent non-compliance with regard to the
different Statutory Management Requirement categories or GAEC, we will apply a
penalty in each case of non-compliance. These penalties shall be added together.
However, the maximum reduction in any scheme year shall not exceed 5%.
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Example

We find that you have negligently breached the following Cross-Compliance
requirements:

1) Soil Management Requirements
Has land been severely trampled or poached - Penalty 3%.

2) SMR 2 Habitats
Is there evidence of destruction, cutting or uprooting of protected plant
species? - Penalty 1%.

Because the two breaches fall into different Cross-Compliance areas (GAEC and
environmental regulations), the associated penalties will be added together to give
the overall penalty to be deducted, that is, 3% + 1% = 4% reduction in your 2009
payments under the Schemes listed on p72.

Intentional Breaches

Depending on the circumstances surrounding a particular breach we may decide to
class your first breach of a Cross-Compliance standard as intentional. In cases of
intentional non-compliance, we will generally reduce your direct payment by 20%
but this reduction can be reduced to 15% or increased to 100%. It is important to
note that while we may deem a breach in the first instance to be negligent, we could
consider a repeat as intentional and we would apply a higher penalty.

Example

We find a breach of the GAEC requirement has the land been severely poached. We
judge that the breach is medium severity, is intentional, is rectifiable and the effect is
confined on-farm. The penalty for this breach would be a 20% reduction in your
2009 payments under the Schemes listed on p72.

More than one intentional breach in the same Cross-Compliance area or in
different Cross-Compliance areas identified

If you commit more than one intentional breach in either the same or a different
Statutory Management Requirement category (that is, either the environmental
regulations, the public, animal and plant health regulations or the animal welfare
regulations) or GAEC we will treat them as separate breaches and we will add the
penalties in respect of the non-compliances identified together to give the overall
penalty.

Example
We find that you have intentionally breached the following GAEC requirements:

1) Soil Management Requirements
Has land been severely trampled or poached - Penalty 20%.

2) Supplementary Feeding Sites
Is there evidence of Sacrifice areas/paddocks (other than those permitted)
- Penalty 20%.

3) Field Boundaries
Is there evidence of field boundary removal without prior DARD approval -
Penalty 30%.
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Because the three breaches are all intentional breaches and even though all fall
within the GAEC Cross-Compliance area, we will treat them as separate breaches
and we will add the penalties in respect of the non-compliances identified together
to give the overall penalty, that is, 20% + 20% + 30% = 70% reduction in your 2009
payments under the Schemes listed on p72.

The above rules governing the size of penalties to be applied for both negligent and
intentional breaches have been incorporated into UK wide penalty frameworks.

The examples provided are designed to give you an indication for how the penalty
system will be operated. You can find more information on this topic on our web-site
at www.dardni.gov.uk/index/grants-and-funding
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Section 12 Registration of Agricultural Waste Exemptions

Introduction

Farmers are no longer permitted to burn or bury agricultural waste, or put
agricultural waste into the household dustbin. Individuals, companies or
organisations that are operating an agricultural business are required to register
activities that are exempt from the need to have a waste management licence.

Agricultural waste is waste produced at agricultural premises as a result of an
agricultural activity. This definition does not include waste produced at sites such as
riding stables, equine centres, farm shops, kennels and animal parks.

Agricultural premises are farms used for an activity defined as agriculture in the
Agriculture Act (Northern Ireland) 1949. This includes land used for horticulture, fruit
growing, seed growing, dairy farming and livestock breeding and keeping, the use of
land as grazing land, meadow land, market gardens and nursery grounds, and the
use of land for woodlands where that use is ancillary to the farming of land for other
agricultural purposes.

There are 25 exemptions, 21 simple and 4 complex exemptions which may apply to
agricultural activities involving waste. These are explained in the paragraphs below.

If you wish to register for the 21 simple exemptions you must mark an “X” in the
“Yes” box at Section 6 Question 14 of the Single Application Form. Once you have
registered for these simple activities you do not need to re-register on an annual
basis.

Complex exemptions deal with higher risk activities (landspreading of waste,
composting of biodegradable waste, the storage and use of construction wastes
and use of lined biobeds). If you wish to register for any of these complex
exemptions you must mark an “X” in the appropriate “Yes” box at Question 15 of
the Single Application Form. As these are complex exemptions you will need to re-
register on an annual basis.

Waste exemptions relate to different types of activities carried out by a range of
different industries. An activity can qualify as exempt provided it meets certain
guidelines. These may limit the quantity or types of waste as well as other
parameters. These rules and limitations are summarised in this section and can be
found in full in the Waste Management Licensing Regulations (Northern Ireland)
2008.

Under the legislation, you must ensure that waste is recovered or disposed of
without endangering human health and without using processes or methods which
could harm the environment. In particular without.

(i) risk to water, air, soil, plants or animals; or

(i) causing nuisance through noise or odours; or

(i) adversely affecting the countryside or places of special interest, for
example, ASSI, SAC, SPA, RAMSAR or AONB.
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The Hazardous Waste Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2005 apply to agriculture as
they do to other business sectors. Typical examples of hazardous waste produced
on farms include asbestos (all types), oils, lead acid batteries, antifreeze, fluorescent
light tubes and agrochemical concentrates.

Duty of Care

Duty of care now applies to all waste produced on a farm. To comply with Duty of
Care you must:

* make sure your waste is secure and that your containers are fit for purpose

* when you pass your waste to someone else, make sure they are authorised
to take it. For example, registered waste carriers and holders of waste
management licences are authorised under the Duty of Care. More
information on Duty of Care is available on the NIEA website:
www.ni-environment.gov.uk.

e if you are about to give your waste to someone and don’t know whether
they are authorised to take it, you can check the public registers on the
NIEA website: www.ni-environment.gov.uk.

* when you pass your waste to someone you must complete a waste transfer
note and keep it for two years.

Agricultural Waste Exemptions

Each of the exemptions has a title and an ‘exemption number’. The exemption
number refers directly to the regulations and is included for reference purposes. You

should read the key conditions and limits to decide whether the exemption applies
to you.

Simple Waste Exemptions

Exemption 6:

Treatment and cleaning of agricultural packaging or agricultural containers so that
they can be re-used

Key Conditions:

* May clean, wash, spray or coat packaging containers provided they do not
contain anything hazardous.

e Must be for re-use of the packaging or containers provided.

¢ You may also store waste being subjected to one or more of the above
activities.

¢ You must be the occupier of the land, or have the consent of the occupier of
the land, or be otherwise entitled to carry out the activity on that land.

Key limits:

* The maximum quantity of waste that can be dealt with at any one place is
1,000 tonnes in a 7-day period.

e May store less than 1 tonne of metal containers (use for chemicals) and up
to 1,000 tonnes of any other packaging or containers at any one time.
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Exemption 7:
Burning agricultural waste as fuel in appliance or appliances

Key conditions:

¢ Burning of waste as a fuel in an appliance. The purpose must be to recover
heat or energy and not disposal of the waste.

Key limits:

® The appliance or appliances if 2 or more are used, must have a total net
thermal input of less than 0.4 mW (400kW)

Exemption 12:
Preparatory treatment of agricultural wastes intended for recovery or re-use

Key conditions:

¢ Treating wastes that have been collected for the purposes of recovery or
re-use.

e |t allows the wastes to be treated with the aim of reducing their bulk and
making them easier to handle.

* These activities can be carried out at any place, for example, place of
production, collection point or point of final recovery.

¢ You must be the occupier of the land, or have the consent of the occupier of
the land, or be otherwise entitled to carry out the activity on that land.

Key limits:
You can treat the following quantities of wastes in a 7-day period:
¢ 3,000 tonnes of paper and cardboard (baling, sorting or shredding)
¢ 1,000 tonnes of glass (sorting, crushing, or washing)
¢ 100 tonnes of plastic (baling, sorting, shredding, densifying or washing)

¢ 100 tonnes steel cans, aluminium cans or aluminium foil (sorting, crushing,
pulverising, shredding, compacting or baling)

¢ 100 tonnes of food or drink cartons (sorting, crushing, pulverising,
shredding, compacting or baling)

¢ 100 tonnes textiles (baling, sorting or shredding)
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Exemption 14:
Manufacture from agricultural waste and treatment of waste soils

Key conditions:

* You may use waste from construction, demolition or excavation works or
waste consisting of ash, slag, clinker, rock, wood, bark, paper, straw or
gypsum - to manufacture timber products, strawboard, plasterboard, bricks,
blocks, roadstone or aggregate.

* You may use any of the above waste types to manufacture soil or soil
substitutes.

* You may treat waste soil or rock which, once treated, is to be spread on
land under a relevant exemption.

¢ You must be the occupier of the land, or have the consent of the occupier of
the land, or be otherwise entitled to carry out the activity on that land.

Key limits:
¢ You may manufacture up to 500 tonnes of soil/soil substitute per day.
¢ You can treat up to 100 tonnes of soil or rock per day.

e The total amount of waste that can be stored must not exceed 20,000
tonnes.

Exemption 15:
Manufacture of finished goods from agricultural waste

Key conditions:
¢ Using wastes to manufacture finished goods.

¢ The permitted wastes are metal, plastic, glass, rubber, textiles, ceramics,
wood, paper or cardboard.

¢ The exemption also allows waste to be stored before being used in the
manufacturing process.

¢ You must be the occupier of the land, or have the consent of the occupier of
the land, or be otherwise entitled to carry out the activity on that land.

Key limits:

¢ Waste can only be stored at the place where the items are being
manufactured.

¢ The total amount of waste that can be stored must not exceed 15,000
tonnes.
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Exemption 16:
Beneficial use of agricultural waste

Key conditions:
¢ The beneficial use of waste.
¢ You must be able to use the waste as it is.
* The use of the waste must not involve its disposal.
¢ You can store waste prior to its use.

¢ You must be the occupier of the land, or have the consent of the occupier of
the land, or be otherwise entitled to carry out the activity on that land.

Key limits:
e There are no defined limits.

¢ This exemption is not appropriate if the activity is covered by another
exemption.

Exemption 17:
Storing agricultural wastes intended for recycling or recovery, in a secure place

Key conditions:

e Storing and bulking up materials to be recycled at intermediate depots, that
is, between the points where first collected and the final recovery point.

¢ Wastes that are permitted under this exemption, subject to certain weight or
volume restrictions are: paper and cardboard, textiles, glass, plastic, steel
and aluminium cans, aluminium foil, waste food or drink cartons, articles
which are to be used for construction in their existing state, solvents,
refrigerants and halons, tyres, waste mammalian protein and tallow.

e Each kind of waste stored on the premises under this exemption must be
kept separately.

¢ You must be the occupier of the land, or have the consent of the occupier of
the land, or be otherwise entitled to carry out the activity on that land.

Key limits:

You can store the following quantities of waste:
¢ 15,000 tonnes of paper and cardboard
¢ 1,000 tonnes of cloth and textiles
¢ 5,000 tonnes of glass

¢ 500 tonnes of plastic
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¢ 500 tonnes of steel and aluminium cans or aluminium foil

¢ 100 tonnes of articles for use in construction

¢ 5 cubic metres of solvents can only be stored for 3 months

¢ 18 tonnes of refrigerants and halons can only be stored for 6 months
e 250 tyres

¢ 100 tonnes of waste mammalian protein/tallow

e No waste can be stored for more than 12 months

Exemption 18:
Storing agricultural wastes intended for recycling or recovery, in secure
containers

Key conditions:

e Storage of specified wastes, for recycling or recovery, in secure containers,
for example, recycling banks and similar facilities.

e Wastes permitted under this exemption are: paper and cardboard, textiles,
glass, plastic, steel and aluminium cans, aluminium foil, waste food or drink
cartons, articles which are to be used for construction in their existing state,
tyres, and waste oil.

¢ You must own the containers or have the permission of the owner to use
them.

¢ Each kind of waste stored on the premises under this exemption must be
kept separately.

¢ You must be the occupier of the land, or have the consent of the occupier of
the land, or be otherwise entitled to carry out the activity on that land.

Key limits:

¢ Taking all the wastes together you can store up to 400 cubic metres of
which there is no more than 3 cubic metres of waste oil.

¢ You can use a maximum of 20 containers on the premises.

e No waste can be stored for more than 12 months.
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Exemption 21:
Chipping, shredding, cutting or pulverising waste plant matter

Key conditions:

¢ Only applies to natural wood and plant material.

e |t is for the purpose of recovery or reuse of the material
Key limits:

¢ You may process up to 1000 tonnes a week.

¢ You may store up to 1000 tonnes at any one time.

¢ Does not apply to treated or processed wood.

Exemption 25:
Spreading of dredgings and plant material cleared from Inland Waterways

Key conditions:
¢ Deposit of dredgings and plant materials.

¢ Wastes can be spread along the bank or towpath where the activity takes
place or along other banks and towpaths if it results in agricultural benefit or
ecological improvement.

¢ You must be the occupier of the land, or have the consent of the occupier of
the land, or be otherwise entitled to carry out the activity on that land.

Key limits:

¢ A maximum deposit of 50 tonnes per metre of bank or towpath in a day

Exemption 27:
Baling, compacting, shredding or pulverising agricultural waste at the place of
production

Key conditions:

¢ For the treatment of wastes that you produce on your farm.

* The activity must be done at the place (farm) where the waste is produced.
Key limits:

¢ None specified
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Exemption 28:
Storing returned agricultural goods

Key conditions:

e Storage of waste (including hazardous waste) consisting of goods returned
to their manufacturer, distributor or retailer.

¢ The goods must be stored at that business.

® The goods must only be stored for a maximum of 1 month until they are
sent for either recovery or disposal elsewhere

Key limits:

¢ Waste goods can only be stored for 1 month.

Exemption 29: Burning agricultural waste in an exempt incinerator

Key conditions:
® The incinerator must be an exempt incinerator (see Key limits).
e |t can burn a range of wastes including animal remains.

e Cannot burn municipal waste, clinical waste, sewage sludge or sewage
screenings.

e |t must be carried out by the producer of the waste.
¢ |t must be at the place of production.
Key limits:

e An exempt incinerator must be designed to burn waste at a rate of less than
50 kg/hr

Exemption 30:
Burning waste plant tissue in the open

Key conditions:
¢ Wastes to be burned in the open on a bonfire.
e Burning must be carried out by producer of waste.
¢ Burning must be carried out at the place of production.

® Ash can be incorporated into the soil if burning from cereal straw or cereal
stubble

Key limits:

e Maximum of 10 tonnes of waste can be burnt in any 24-hour period.
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Exemption 32:
Burying waste from a portable toilet

Key conditions:

¢ Disposing of waste from portable toilets by burial.

e Waste must be buried at the premises where produced.

Key limits:

® You can bury up to a maximum of 5 cubic metres a year at any one
premises.

¢ The site chosen must not cause pollution.

Exemption 39:
Storing agricultural medicines and medical, nursing and veterinary waste

Key conditions:

e Storing returned medicines at a pharmacy.

e Storing of medical, nursing or veterinary wastes produced by a practice
carrying out those activities at their premises.

Key limits:

e At a pharmacy a maximum of 5 cubic metres of waste medicines can be
stored for up to 6 months.

¢ At a veterinary practice a maximum of 5 cubic metres of waste produced
can be stored for up to 3 months.

Exemption 47A:
Spreading diluted milk on land for agricultural benefit

Key conditions:

e Spreading waste milk from a farm on agricultural land.
* The spreading must treat the land and be for agricultural benefit.

¢ This exemption covers storing and diluting milk.

Key limits:

¢ The waste milk must be diluted at least 1:1 with slurry or water before
spreading.

¢ No more than 50 cubic metres of dilute milk can be spread per hectare per
30 days.

¢ Waste milk must be spread in accordance with the Nitrates Action
Programme Regulations (NI) 2006.
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Exemption 47B:
Deposit of plant tissue at the place of production

Key conditions:
¢ Must be on the land of the agricultural premises where they are produced.

¢ Deposit must be where the ground conditions are suitable and will not lead
to pollution.

Key limits:
e Maximum 250 cubic metres in any one deposit.

® The deposit is carried out in accordance with the Nitrates Action
Programme Regulations (NI) 2006.

¢ The deposit is carried out in accordance with any requirements specified
under a notice served under Article 32 of the Plant Health Order (NI) 2006.

Exemption 47D:
Treating agricultural land with ash from a pig or poultry carcase incinerator

Key conditions:
¢ Ash from the incineration of pig or poultry carcases only.
¢ Ash may be mixed with manure.
¢ Ash can only be mixed and spread at farm where incinerator is located.
¢ Treatment must be for agricultural benefit or ecological improvement.

¢ Treatment must be in accordance with the Nitrates Action Programme
Regulations (NI) 2006.

e Maximum of 100 tonnes of ash can be stored in secure storage.
Key limits:

e Maximum of 150kgs/hectare of ash can be incorporated into the soil in a
12-month period
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Exemption 47E:
Treating agricultural land with dredgings from farm ditches for agricultural benefit

or ecological improvement

Key conditions:
¢ Dredgings must be from farm ditches only.
¢ Dredgings must not contain dangerous substances.
¢ Treatment must be for agricultural benefit or ecological improvement.

¢ Treatment must be in accordance with the Nitrates Action Programme
Regulations (NI) 2006.

e Maximum of 200 tonnes of dredgings can be stored in secure storage
Key limits:

e Maximum of 150 tonnes/hectare of dredgings can be incorporated into the
soil in a 12-month period.

Exemption 47F
Treating agricultural land with spent mushroom compost for agricultural benefit or

ecological improvement

Key conditions:
e Waste must consist of spent mushroom compost only.
¢ Treatment must be for agricultural benefit or ecological improvement.

¢ Treatment must be in accordance with the Nitrates Action Programme
Regulations (NI) 2006.

e Maximum of 200 tonnes of spent mushroom compost can be stored in
secure storage.

Key limits:

e Maximum of 50 tonnes/hectare of spent mushroom compost can be
incorporated into the soil in a 12-month period.

Complex Waste exemptions

These activities require additional information because they can pose greater risk
to the environment if not carried out properly

You will be required to make an annual renewal for exemptions 9, 13, 19 and 47C.
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Exemption 9:
Spreading of agricultural waste on land for agricultural benefit or ecological
improvement

Key conditions:

® The spreading must have a benefit to agriculture such as improving the
condition of the soil which helps support or increase the crop yield OR it
must result in ecological improvement.

¢ You may also store waste in a secure place prior to spreading.
e The waste must be stored more than
¢ 10 metres from any waterway

¢ 50 metres from any spring, well or borehole not used to supply water
for domestic or food production purposes

¢ 250 metres from any borehole used to supply water for domestic or
food production purposes

e Where applicable, you will also need to comply with the Nitrate
Action Programme Regulations (NI) 2006.

* You must be the occupier of the land, or have the consent of the occupier of
the land, or be otherwise entitled to carry out the activity on that land.

Key limits:

e To register using this form you can spread up to 50 tonnes of waste per
hectare each year.

¢ You may only spread material over 50 hectares of land per registration.

¢ Only the following agricultural wastes can be registered for this exemption
on this form: soil, compost, plant tissue and dredgings.

e May only store 1000 cubic metres at any one time at the place of spreading.
e May only store for up to 12 months.

¢ You can spread more if you register using the more complex forms (supplied
by NIEA). Then the limits are: a maximum of 250 tonnes can be spread per
hectare over a period of 12 months, except for dredging spoil where up to
5000 tonnes can be spread per hectare.
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Exemption 13:
Composting biodegradable waste from agricultural premises

Key conditions:

e Composting biodegradable waste and the associated activities such as
chipping/shredding waste and storing waste to be composted.

Key limits:

¢ The total quantity of waste treated or stored at the place of production at
any one time shall not exceed 200 tonnes.

¢ Where waste which is to be composted at a place other than the place of
production, the total quantity of waste treated or stored at any one time
shall not exceed 10 tonnes and the waste must be stored for a period not
exceeding 48 hours.

Exemption 19:
The storage and use of building wastes from agricultural premises in construction

Key conditions:
¢ Using inert construction and demolition waste from agricultural premises.

¢ Only the following agricultural wastes are suitable, concrete, bricks, tiles,
soils, stones.

¢ The waste can only be used for construction, maintenance or improvement
of a building, road, recreational facility or drainage.

e If required, you may need to obtain planning permission.
¢ Waste can be stored at the place where it is to be used for up to 3 months.
¢ Wastes used must be suitable for the construction.

¢ You must be the occupier of the land, or have the consent of the occupier of
the land, or be otherwise entitled to carry out the activity on that land.

e The work must not involve land reclamation.
Key limits:
e No more than 20,000 tonnes stored.

¢ You must only use as much waste as is required to carry out the job,
otherwise the activity will be considered disposal. If planning permission is
required the quantity used must be in accordance with it.
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Exemption 47C:
Using a lined biobed to dispose of agricultural waste consisting of non-hazardous
pesticide solution or washings

Key conditions:
¢ The biobed must be constructed to the following minimum standards:

e All areas used for washing and handling of the waste must have an
impermeable pavement provided with a sealed drainage system.

e All drainage collected must be directed to the biobed.
¢ The biobed must have an impermeable liner at all times.
¢ The biobed must be suitable for treatment of the waste.

¢ The biobed and all drainage must be in a secure place at least 10 metres
from a waterway and 50 metres from a spring, well or borehole and 250
metres from a borehole used for a public water supply.

¢ The input of rainfall is limited by a temporary impermeable cover during
times when the soil is waterlogged, the land is flooded or likely to flood or
heavy rain or snow is forecast within 48 hours.

* The biobed is at least 1 metre in depth and at least 1 cubic metre of biobed
material is used to treat 1,000 litres of liquid.

¢ Only mixtures of straw, compost and biologically active soil can be used as
biobed material.

® The biobed must be covered with turf.

¢ The biobed material must be stored securely for 12 months before it is
spread.

¢ Treatment with biobed material must be for agricultural benefit or ecological
improvement.

¢ Treatment must be in accordance with the Nitrates Action Programme
Regulations (NI) 2006.

e Maximum of 50 cubic metres of biobed material can be stored at any one
time. No biobed material can be stored for more than 3 years

Key limits:

e Maximum of 50 tonnes/hectare of biobed material can be incorporated into
the soil in a 12-month period.
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Department of the Environment Contact Details

The Department of the Environment is responsible for the Registration of
Agricultural Waste Exemptions - NOT the Department of Agriculture and Rural
Development.

If you have any queries on the Registration of Agricultural Waste
Exemptions you should contact the DOE directly at

Northern Ireland Environment Agency
Land and Resource Management Unit:
Klondyke Building,

Cromac Avenue, Gasworks Business Park,
Lower Ormeau Road,

Belfast,

BT7 2JA.

Telephone Numbers

General Enquiries: (028) 9056 9359

Waste Management Exemptions: (028) 9056 9360
Registration of Carrier’s Queries: (028) 9056 9389
Hazardous Waste Section: (028) 9056 9710
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Annex 1 Standards of Service

We are committed to maintaining and improving the quality of service that we
provide in the management of all the schemes under the Single Application process.

Completion of your application form

To help you complete your 2009 application form we have, as far as possible, pre-
printed information showing the field(s) you received payment on in 2008.

On Receipt of your application form
We will do our best to

e Write and tell you we have received your posted application form within 10
working days of us receiving it,

¢ Give you a receipt where applications are hand delivered to Orchard House,
a local Office or Sub-Office* and follow this up with a full acknowledgement
letter within 10 working days.

*Our Sub-Offices have limited opening times. Always check with your local DARD
Office to make sure the sub-office will be open if you want to hand deliver your
application form there.

If you do not receive an acknowledgement letter within 3 weeks of posting your form
you should check with SFP Branch in Orchard House.

Checking your application form

Complete your application form accurately and send it to us as early as possible. We
will check it to make sure it has been completed correctly. If there is a problem with
your form, we will return it to you at the earliest possible date we can. Make sure you
re-submit it before the application period closes to avoid penalties being applied or
your claim being rejected if it is late.

If your application form is correct we will write and tell you what area of your land is
eligible for payment. Other than claims involving an unresolved query or where an
on-farm inspection has still to be completed, these letters will be issued in
October/November 2009.

A percentage of applications will get an on-farm inspection.
Phone Calls

We will try to answer phone calls within 6 rings. At busy times, for example, when
payments are being processed, it may take longer.

We will try to answer phone queries immediately or within two working days (unless
we tell you otherwise).

You should contact us in writing if you are having difficulty getting an answer to your
query. If your query is not about SFP, you should contact the DARD helpline on
028 9052 4999 or e-mail dardhelpline@dardni.gov.uk.
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Penalties

Under EU Legislation, we must apply penalties to applications that breach the rules
of the Single Application Scheme.

If your application is penalised we will write and explain why. If you do not
understand how or why the penalties have been applied, you should phone the
person whose name is at the bottom of your letter. If you are not happy with the
explanation, you can have our decision reviewed at a formal appeal. You must do
this within 42 days of the date on our letter or we cannot consider your appeal.

In limited circumstances, we may accept that you did not meet the requirements of
the Single Application Scheme because of events outside of your control; this is
known as ForceMajeure/Exceptional Circumstances. Where this is the case, we will
not normally apply penalties.

Payments

Under EU legislation we can only make payments on applications that have been
fully checked and verified as correct.

Payments for the 2009 scheme year, for SFP, ECS and PCP, will commence from
1 December 2009. We aim to complete 96.15% of payments by 30 June 2010.

In November 2009, we will publish a payments profile setting out our most
up-to-date payment target dates.

In Spring 2010, we will publish our payment standards for the 2010 the LFACA
Scheme.

Data Protection and Freedom of Information

The Department takes data protection and freedom of information issues seriously
and takes care to ensure that any personal information supplied on application
forms are dealt with in a way which complies with the requirements of the Data
Protection Act 1998.

The Department will use any personal information you supply mainly for the purpose
for which it has been provided. But we may also use it for other legitimate purposes
in line with the Data Protection Act 1998 and Freedom of Information legislation.
These include:

e Administration of the Common Agricultural Policy and other aid schemes;
¢ The production and safety of food;

e Management of land and other environmental controls;

¢ Animal health and welfare;

¢ Occupational health and welfare;

e Compilation of statistics;

¢ Disclosure to other organisations when required to do so; and

¢ Disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 or the Environmental
Information Regulations 2004 where such disclosure is in the public interest.
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We are also required under EU legislation to publish the amount of subsidy paid to
farmers on payments made since 16 October 2007. This will include the business
name and postcode.

Complaints about the quality of service

The Department has introduced a standard procedure for handling complaints about
the quality of our service. Tell us if you do not receive the quality of service you
expect and we will fully and fairly investigate your complaint. You can do this in
person, by letter, fax or phone.

First of all, speak or write to the person who has been dealing with your application
or with your local Office Manager. Give them as much information as possible and
they will try and settle your complaint quickly. If you do not get a satisfactory answer,
you will be given the name of a Senior Manager who has not been involved in the
matter. You can contact them if you want your complaint to be taken further. A
complaint form is available from your local DARD office.
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Annex 2 Land Eligible for Single Farm Payment

Eligible land for the purpose of activating entitlements under the Single Farm
Payment Scheme includes the following:

¢ Permanent pasture ;

¢ Land used for normal arable/combinable crops including energy and protein
crops, flax and hemp;

¢ | and used for potatoes, sugar beet and other root crops;

¢ | and used for forage maize and forage rape;

¢ | and used for temporary grass;

¢ |_and used for soft fruit including strawberries;

¢ |_and used for top fruit orchards such as apples and pears;
¢ | and used for vegetables;

¢ Land under greenhouses or under fixed or mobile cover (unless the land
under cover has been made unsuitable for agriculture (for example, by
concreting);

¢ Land used for multiannual crops;

¢ Nurseries growing multiannual crops;

* Land used for cut flowers and bulbs;

¢ | and used for hardy nursery stock production;

¢ | and used for turf, except for fuel (for example, peat cutting);

¢ | and managed according to Set-aside Management Rules (FWGS);

¢ Fallow land maintained in good agricultural and environmental condition;
¢ |_and used for hops;

¢ Land used for Short Rotation Coppice; Elephant Grass (Miscanthus
sinensis); and Reed Canary Grass (Phalaris arundicea) and

* |[n some circumstances, forage land that forms part of woodland.

Land and nurseries growing the following multiannual crops are also considered to
be eligible land:

Artichokes, Asparagus, Rhubarb, Raspberries, Blackberries, Mulberries,
Loganberries, Black, white or Redcurrants, Gooseberries, Cranberries, Bilberries and
other fruits of the genus Vaccinium.
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Nursery Crops (Referred to as Hardy Nursery Stock above)

Nursery Crops are defined as areas of young woody plants grown in the open air for

subsequent transplantation:

a) vine and root-stock nurseries;
b) fruit tree (orchard) nurseries;
c) ornamental nurseries;

(
(
(
(

d) nurseries of forest trees (excluding those for the holding's own
requirements grown within woodland); Commercial forest-tree nurseries,
whether in woodland or outside, are included in the definition, as are non-
commercial forest-tree nurseries for the holding's own requirements grown
outside woodland.

(e) trees and bushes for planting in gardens, parks, at the roadside and on
embankments, for example, hedgerow plants, rose trees and other
ornamental bushes, ornamental conifers, including in all cases their stocks
and young seedlings.

Christmas trees are not included.

Concrete areas on which potted nursery plants are placed are not eligible for SFP.
Permanent Pasture

Permanent pasture is eligible under SFP and is defined as land:

¢ Used to grow grasses, clover, Lucerne, sainfoin or forage vetches but not
forage brassicas, forage maize or other crops grown for forage which may
be naturally self seeded or sown; and

¢ Which has not been used to grow an arable crop for five years or more.

Permanent pasture resown with grass during the five year period is still counted as
permanent pasture.
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Annex 3 Limited Non-Agricultural Use Land

You should contact the Single Farm Payment Branch in Orchard House before
beginning or permitting any non-agricultural activities listed below, particularly as
the EU Commission may introduce legislation in 2009 which could alter the
guidance provided below.

If there is an activity not listed, contact Orchard House and we will advise you
whether the activity will invalidate the land you have declared for SFP purposes.

A. Generally permitted activities
We permit activities without restriction such as:
e Walking™;
e Bird-watching;
e School or university nature or farm visits;

¢ Horse-riding along bridleways (in this context bridleway means any
unsurfaced highway or route for which riding is allowed or for which a right
of way on horseback exists. This may include statutory bridleways as well
as other routes such as byways, permissive routes or field edges avoiding
busy roads);

¢ Bicycle riding along defined paths or bridleways*;
¢ Fishing;

¢ Hedge-laying competitions, local ploughing competitions or other
cultivation demonstrations within the applicable GAEC rules. This excludes
events where trade stands are present, which fall under category B;

¢ Shooting (game);

¢ Deer stalking;

¢ Drag hunting; and

¢ Paragliding and hang-gliding.

* Paths or bridleways that are metalled or surfaced would in any event be
considered ineligible land.

B. Restricted (28 day limit) activities
We permit activities in this category up to a 28-day limit. These include:
¢ Shooting (clay);
¢ Car boot sales;

e Car parking (whether or not it is associated with any of the activities listed in
this note);

¢ Country fairs and shows;
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e Farm auctions and sales;

e Equestrian activities (except of the type described under category A);
¢ Ballooning;

¢ Festivals and events;

e Scout or guide camps or similar;

e TV and film locations;

e Caravan sites (for periods of more than 28 days, the affected area should
not be used to support a claim. This need not affect a whole field); and

¢ Motor sports.

C. Activities inconsistent with land being considered as remaining in
agricultural use.

This category includes situations where the principal purpose of the land is for
recreational or other non-agricultural activities, such as golf courses, other
permanent sports facilities, gallops or airports.
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Annex 4 Hemp

Special Rules for Hemp

It is a criminal offence to grow hemp in the United Kingdom, for any purpose,
without a licence.

For SFP you must declare any fields which are used to grow hemp for fibre or other
purposes at Columns F & G on your Field Data Sheet.

You should use code AR5 when declaring this land on your FDS unless you are also
claiming aid for energy crops (ECS) in which case you should use code EC12.

We may penalise you and recover any money you have been paid if you do not
meet the conditions of growing hemp.

Seed Labels

For hemp, grown on land used to claim SFP, certified seed of one of the eligible
varieties must be used. The original official seed labels, confirming the variety, must
be supplied to SFP Branch with your SFP application. These will be receipted by the
SFP Branch and returned to you. When sowing takes place after 15 May these
documents must be submitted no later than 30 June. It is recommended that you
send your seed labels by Recorded Delivery when returning your application form.

Eligible Varieties

A list of varieties of hemp that may be grown under the SFP Scheme is currently
under review by the European Commission. Details when finalised will be available
on request from Single Farm Payment Branch in Orchard House (see Annex 10 for
details).

Sampling and Testing

Under EC rules, the United Kingdom must sample and test 20% of all applications
which include hemp, 20% of the total area of hemp and all varieties of hemp grown.
This is to make sure that the tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) content of the crop is
below the level prescribed by the EC legislation. Producers must therefore maintain,
for each variety sown, three distinct parts of each field claimed, each part
comprising at least 4,000 plants, until at least 10 days after flowering in case
sampling is necessary. Growers must not harvest these areas until sampling has
been completed or a written notification stating that sampling is not necessary has
been received from Single Farm Payment Branch.

In Northern Ireland, an application for a licence should be made to:

Department of Health, Social Services & Public Safety
Health Protection Team

Room C4.22

Castle Buildings

Stormont Estate

Belfast

BT4 3PP

Telephone: 028 9052 2118
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Applications should be made as early as possible. In considering each application,
the bona fides of the applicant and the purpose of growing the hemp, together with
the proposed locations of the growing sites, will be taken into account by the Head
of Inspection and Investigation, Pharmacy Branch, Department of Health, Social
Services and Public Safety (DHSSPS).

Licences are not issued automatically. In particular, in selecting growing sites, you
should identify land where there is poor public access and visibility of the crop, that
is, away from residential areas and major roads. Where minor roads abut the
growing site, vehicular access to the site should not be possible. The Inspector may
also require crops to be screened and other security measures to be taken in some
cases.
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Annex 5 Modulation

Introduction

Modulation is a mechanism to transfer funds from direct farm subsidies to the
Northern Ireland Rural Development Programme, which includes Agri-environment
and Farm Woodland Schemes. Direct farm subsidies have been modulated in the
United Kingdom since 2001.

All payments you receive under the following schemes will be subject to modulation:
e Single Farm Payment Scheme (SFP);
¢ Protein Crop Premium (PCP); and
¢ Aid for Energy Crops (ECS).

The Modulation Rate

The modulation rate is the percentage reduction applied to the payments under
these schemes and is made up of two elements:

1 Compulsory modulation - the rate of which is fixed by the EU and applied
by all Member States; and

2 Voluntary modulation - this can be used by Member States to provide
additional funding for their rural development schemes.

The table below shows the modulation rates for each payment band that will apply
in the 2009 Scheme year.

2009 scheme year

Payments Compulsory Voluntary Total
of Modulation rate Modulation rate

< €5,000 0% 7% 7%
€5,000 - €300,000| 7% 5% 12%
€300,000+ 11% 1% 12%

In summary the first €5,000 of your payment will be subject to 7% modulation with
the remainder being subject to 12% modulation.

Modulation deductions will be made from your direct payments after the application
of any penalty deductions (other than Cross-Compliance) that may be necessary.
Compulsory modulation will no longer be deducted from the first €5,000 of direct
payments, hence removing the need to make a second “modulation refund”
payment.

Cross Border Holdings

If some of your holding and Entitlements are located in England, Scotland or Wales,
the voluntary modulation rate applicable to these Entitlements will be that set by
those Regions.
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Annex 6 SFP, PCP and ECS Land Use Codes

Code Description
Forage

FR1 Grass (grass for grazing hay and silage, rough grazing, grazed heather,
sainfoin, clover, lucerne and forage vetches).

FR2 Dehydrated fodder eligible for dried fodder aid.
Arable

AR1 Cereals, oilseeds or linseed, Spring barley, Winter barley, Spring

wheat, Winter wheat, oats, mixed corn, rye, grain maize, oilseed
rape, linseeds, triticale, sunflowers, sweetcorn.

AR2 Whole crop cereals/silage maize (cereal or maize for animal
consumption).

AR3 Other fodder crops (fodder beet, fodder rape, fodder kale, stubble
turnips/Swedes and any other crop used for fodder not stated
elsewhere. If you have wild bird cover and are claiming under an Agri-
environment scheme, use this code).

AR4 Flax (flax which is eligible for the Fibre Aid Processing Scheme).

AR5 Hemp - not grown as an energy crop. If you are growing hemp you
must obtain a licence with your Single Application. You should refer to
Annex 4 for details.

Horticulture

HT1 Fruit (strawberries, rhubarb, raspberries, mulberries, blackberries,
loganberries, currants (black, red and white), cranberries, bilberries and
other fruits of the genus Vaccinium and tomatoes).

HT2 Vegetables (cabbages, cauliflowers, kohlrabi, kale and similar edible
brassicas; carrots, turnips, salad beetroot, salsify, celeriac, radishes,
Jerusalem artichokes and similar edible roots; cucumbers and
gherkins; leguminous vegetables such as peas and beans; lettuce
(Lactuca sativa) and chicory (Cichorium spp.), cress and other salad
vegetables; alliaceous vegetables such as onions, shallots, garlic,
leeks and chives; aubergines, edible mushrooms, marrows, pumpkins,
spinach, cress, fruits of the genus Capsicum or the genus Pimenta;
herbs such as fennel, parsley, chervil, tarragon and sweet marjoram
(Majorama hortensis or Origanum majorama), basil, coriander and dill;
globe artichokes and asparagus).

HT3 Potatoes (seed and table potatoes).

HT4 Horticultural food crops grown under cover (crops listed at HT1 - HT3
grown under cover on land which is eligible for the Single Farm
Payment - that is, land kept in GAEC). Land under concrete floors is
NOT eligible.
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SA1

PC1
PC2
PC3
PC4

EC1
EC2
EC3
EC4
ECS
EC6
EC7
EC8
EC9
EC10
EC11

EC12

OT1
oT2
oT3

oT4
OT5

OT6
oT7
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Set-Aside

Land Voluntarily Set-aside

Crops eligible for Protein Crop Premium
Peas

Field beans

Sweet lupins

Land used to grow protein crops on which Protein Crop Premium is
NOT being claimed.

Energy Crops -

Short rotation coppice covered by CN code 0602 90 41.
Miscanthus sinensis covered by CN code Ex 0602 90 51.
Reed canary grass covered by CN code Ex 1214 90 90.
Soya beans covered by CN code 1201 00 90.

Coiza seeds covered by CN code 1205 10 90.

Coiza seeds covered by CN code 1205 90 00.
Sunflower seeds covered by CN code 1206 00 91.
Sunflower seeds covered by CN code 1206 00 99.
Other used for heat and power.

Other used for transport fuel.

Land used to grow energy crops on which Energy Crop Premium is
NOT being claimed.

Hemp grown as an energy crop
Other

Flowers.

Lawn Turf.

Orchards or Woodlands (non-commercial orchards and grazed
woodlands which are grazed by livestock and which have been used
to support subsidy payments in the past).

Ornamentals/Nurseries.

Commercial orchards (commercial orchards used to grow top fruit for
example, apples and pears).

Forests/woodlands (non grazing).

Non-agricultural use (ponds, bog land and other unused land).



oT8

0oT9

OoT10

OoT11

oT12

Short Rotation Coppice, Miscanthus, Reed Canary grass on which
aid for Energy Crops is not being claimed.

Land that was claimed and on which SFP was paid in respect of 2008
scheme year and is subsequently (after 31 December 2008) converted
to forestry under an EU scheme.

Land that was claimed and on which SFP was paid in respect of 2008
scheme year and is subsequently (after 31 December 2008) planted
with trees, or removed from production, under an EU Agri-environment
scheme, remains eligible for the duration of the EU Agri-environment
scheme.

Land in an EU Forestry Scheme on which SFP was paid in 2008 in
respect of set-aside entitlements.

Land in an EU Agri-environment Scheme on which SFP was paid in
2008 in respect of set-aside entitlements.

Compatibility of Land use codes for claiming aid.

All land use codes listed above are eligible for claiming SFP with the exception of
codes OT6 and OT7. Land use codes OT6 and OT7 must not be used to claim
SFP or penalties may be applied.

Codes which are eligible for payment under the LFACA scheme
FR1 and OT3 as long as land is situated within an LFA region.

If the code you require is not included on this list or you are unsure what code to
use, please contact the Single Farm Payment Branch in Orchard House.

103



Annex 7 NI Countryside Management Scheme Land Use Codes

The appropriate codes should be entered at Column L of your FDS as noted on

the claimant’s Agreement and Schedule

Key - Compatibility for claiming SFP

1. Eligible for claiming SFP providing it forms part of a parcel of 0.1ha or

more;

2. Eligible for claiming SFP providing there is forage available (for example,
FR1 is recorded at column F) and it forms part of a parcel of 0.1ha or

more;

3. Only eligible for claiming SFP if the land was claimed and for which SFP
was paid in the 2008 scheme year and is established under an agri-
environment agreement after 31 December 2008. It must form part of a

parcel of 0.1ha or more.
4. Not eligible for SFP.

5. Eligibility will be dependent on satisfying SFP eligibility criteria.

Land Classification Code Compatibility
for claiming SFP
Improved Land IG 1
Semi-improved grassland SIG 1
Semi-natural grassland SNG 1
Species rich dry grassland SDG 1
Species rich calcareous grassland SCG 1
Species rich wet grassland SWG 1
Species rich dry grassland cut for hay SDH 1
Species rich calcareous grassland cut for hay SCH 1
Species rich wet grassland cut for hay SWH 1
Breeding wader sites on Improved grassland BWI 1
Breeding wader sites on semi-improved grassland | BWSI 1
Breeding wader sites on semi-natural grassland BWSN 1
Fen WEF 2
Swamp WES 2
Reedbed WER 2
Heather moorland - wet heath WH 1
Heather moorland dry heath DH 1
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Heather moorland - blanket bog

BB

Heather moorland - degraded dry heath DEHD 1
Heather moorland - degraded wet heath DEHW 1
Heather moorland - degraded blanket bog DEHBB 1
Rough moorland grazing RM 1
Intact lowland raised bog LBI 2
Cut-over lowland raised bog LBC 2
Ungrazed oak woodland WOE 4
Ungrazed mixed ash woodland WAE 4
Ungrazed wet woodland WWE 4
Lightly grazed oak woodland WOG 2
Lightly grazed mixed ash woodland WAG 2
Lightly grazed wet woodland WWG 2
Scrub FSG 2
Parkland and lowland wood pasture PRK 2
Historic Monument ARF 2
Not eligible NE 5
Riparian zone - standard RBAN1 1
Riparian zone - enhanced RBAN2 1
Riparian zone - native tree planting RBANT 3
Ungrazed grass margin GMN 1
Ungrazed grass margin planted with native trees GMT 3
Winter feeding sites for swans and geese WFG 1
— improved grassland

Winter feeding sites for swans and geese WFC 1
- winter sown cereals

Lapwing breeding site - improved LWI 1
Lapwing breeding site - semi-improved LWSI 1
Lapwing breeding site - semi natural LWSN 1
Coastal Grazing - improved grassland CGl 1
Coastal Grazing - semi-improved grassland CGSI 1
Coastal Grazing - semi-natural grassland CGSN 1
Traditional orchard recreation ORR 1
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Delayed cutting and grazing of grassland
- improved

DGl

Delayed cutting and grazing of grassland DGSI 1
- semi-improved

Delayed cutting and grazing of grassland DGSN 1
- semi-natural

Semi-improved grassland - low input SIL 1
Semi-natural grassland - low input SNL 1
Organic Management Option OMO 1
Lapwing fallow plots LWF 1
Retention of winter stubble WST 1
Conservation cereal CSC 1
Wild bird cover - one year single-seed crop WBC1 1
Wild bird cover - one year multi-seed crop WBC2 1
Wild bird cover - two year multi-seed crop WBC3 1
Undersown cereals uUSC 1
Rough grass field margin RGM 1
Pollen and nectar mix PON 1
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Annex 8 Organic Farming Scheme Codes for Land Use and

Organic Certification Bodies

The appropriate codes should be entered at Column M of your FDS as noted on
the claimant’s Agreement and Schedule

All these codes are eligible to claim SFP

Organic, Improved grassland ORI

Organic. Semi-improved grassland ORS
Organic, Arable land ORA
Organic, Horticultural land ORH

Codes for organic certification bodies

Name of approved Certification body Code
Organic Farmers & Growers Ltd OFGL
Organic Food Federation OFF
Soil Association Certification Ltd SACL
Bio-Dynamic Agricultural Association BDAA
Irish Organic Farmers & Growers Association IOFGA
Organic Trust Limited OTL
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Annex 9 EU Legislation and Definitions

EU Legislation

You can find the relevant EC Regulations on the European Union website at
www.eur-lex.europa.eu/en/index.htm

Council Regulation 1257/1999 on support for rural development from the European
Agricultural Guidance and Guarantee Fund (EAGGF)

Commission Regulation 817/2004 laying down the detailed rules for the application
of Council Regulation 1257/1999

Council Regulation 73/2009 establishing common rules for direct support schemes
for farmers under the common agricultural policy

Commission Regulation 795/2004 (as amended) laying down the detailed rules for
the implementation of 1782/2003

Commission Regulation 796/2004 (as amended) laying down the detailed rules for
the implementation of Cross-Compliance, modulation and the integrated
administrative and control system provided for in Council Regulation 1782/2003

Commission Regulation 1973/2004 (as amended) laying down the detailed rules for
the application of Council Regulation 1782/2003 as regards support schemes
provided for in Titles IV and IVa of that Regulation and the use of land set aside for
the production of raw materials

Council Regulation 1698/2005 (as amended) on support for rural development by
the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development

Definitions
¢ The EU means the European Union

® The Department means the Department of Agriculture and Rural
Development for Northern Ireland

e Single Application means the application for direct payments in respect of
the Single Payment Scheme and other area-related aid schemes

e Other Area-related aid scheme means the Less Favoured Area
Compensatory Allowances Scheme (LFACA), the Protein Crop Premium
(PCP) and the Aid for Energy Crops (ECS), NI Countryside Management
Scheme (NICMS) and Organic Farming Scheme (OFS).

e Farmer means an individual or a group of legal or natural persons (including
legally constituted bodies such as a Partnership, Company or Trust) that
undertakes an agricultural activity on a holding

e Agricultural Activity means producing, growing or rearing agricultural
products, including harvesting crops or keeping animals for milking,
breeding or other farming purposes or, as a minimum, maintaining the land
in good agricultural and environmental condition (GAEC)

¢ Holding means all the production units managed by a farmer within the

territory of the same Member State
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Annex 10 Contact Details

Useful addresses and Telephone Numbers

If you need any help or advice in relation to your application please contact SFP
Branch in Orchard House or your local DARD County Agriculture Office. The

addresses and telephone numbers are shown below.

Single Farm Payment Branch,
Orchard House, 40 Foyle Street,
Derry/Londonderry, BT48 6AT

Tel: (028) 7131 9900
Fax: (028) 7131 9800

Website Address: www.dardni.gov.uk/index/grants-and-funding
E-mail Address: gspd.sfps@dardni.gov.uk

DARD Helpline: Tel: 028 9052 4999
or e-mail dardhelpline@dardni.gov.uk

Armagh

2 Newry Road
Armagh
BT60 1EN

Tel: 028 3751 5600
Fax: 028 3751 5611

Dungannon

Crown Buildings
Thomas Street
Dungannon
BT70 1HR

Tel: 028 8775 4777
Fax: 028 8775 4888

Coleraine

Crown Buildings
Artillery Road
Coleraine

BT52 2AJ

Tel: 028 7034 1111
Fax: 028 7034 1140

Downpatrick

Rathkeltair House
Market Street
Downpatrick
BT30 6LZ

Tel: 028 4461 2211
Fax: 028 4461 8226

Omagh

Sperrin House
Sedan Avenue
Omagh

BT79 7AQ

Tel: 028 8225 1020
Fax: 028 8225 3500

Newry

Glenree House

Unit 2, Springhill Road
Carnbane Industrial Estate

Newry
BT35 6EF

Tel: 028 3025 3200
Fax: 028 3025 3222

Enniskillen

DARD Direct

Inishkeen House
Killyhevlin Industrial Estate
Enniskillen

BT74 4EJ

Tel: 028 6632 5004
Fax: 028 6634 3043

Ballymena

Kilpatrick House
38-54 High Street
Ballymena

BT43 6DP

Tel: 028 2566 2800
Fax: 028 2566 2838
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Other Contact points:

Farm Policy Branch Environmental Policy Branch
Room 910 Room 651

Dundonald House Dundonald House

Upper Newtownards Road Upper Newtownards Road
BELFAST BELFAST

BT4 3SB BT4 3SB

Tel: (028) 9052 0813 Tel: (028) 9052 4130

Fax: (028) 9050 4266 Fax: (028) 9052 4059
Countryside Management Branch College of Agriculture, Food and
Lindesay Hall Rural Enterprise (CAFRE)
Loughry Campus Organic Development Advisor
Dungannon Road Greenmount Campus
COOKSTOWN ANTRIM

BT80 9AA BT41 4PU

Tel: (028) 8675 7525 Tel: (028) 9442 6765

Fax: (028) 8675 7511
E-mail: cmbenquiries@dardni.gov.uk

Forest Service

Private Woodlands & Plant Health Branch
Room 23

Dundonald House

Upper Newtownards Road

BELFAST

BT4 3SB

Tel: (028) 9052 4448
E-mail: customer.forestservice@dardni.gov.uk

Other Sources of Advice:

Ulster Farmers’ Union (UFU) NI Agricultural Producers’
475 Antrim Road Association (NIAPA)
BELFAST 15 Molesworth Street
BT15 3DA COOKSTOWN

BT80 8NX
Tel: (028) 9037 0222 Tel: (028) 8676 5700

Fax: (028) 9037 1231
E-mail: info@ufuhg.com
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