Impact of the December Fisheries Council on Fishing Opportunities for the Northern Ireland Fishing Fleet in 2010
Fishing opportunities are made up the amount of fish the fleet can catch, the Total Allowable Catch (TAC), and the amount of time the fleet can spend fishing, the fishing effort.

TACs and quotas

This years Council proved to be long and difficult with more issues to be resolved than usual due to the failure to agree fishing opportunities for North Sea stocks with third countries in advance of the Council.  Interim TACs have been adopted for many North Sea and pelagic stocks pending final agreement with Norway and the Faroes in January.  

9% cut in area Vll Nephrops


The original proposal was for a 30% cut but this was reduced to just 9%.  This amounts to a cut of 728 tonnes in the UK quota, most of which will be taken in the Irish Sea (7a).   Our scientific evidence suggests that the Irish Sea Nephrops stock is being fished sustainably at its current harvest level, however the Commission accepted ICES advice that a precautionary lower harvest level should be applied uniformly to all Nephrops stocks in 2010.  This has been suggested even though scientists have not yet determined the appropriate harvest ratio for Nephrops stocks. 
Rollover in area Vlla haddock 
Irish Sea haddock remains unchanged.  There is not enough scientific evidence at present to justify any increase in TAC but the stock is being fished sustainably. 
Cuts for Irish Sea cod, sole, and whiting

As expected these three stocks remain in a poor state and received significant cuts of 25% for cod and whiting and 22% for sole. Whiting and sole are not important to the NI fleet.  

Increases for Anglerfish and Plaice

Welcome increases were given for Area Vll Anglerfish and Irish Sea plaice, based on improving stocks. 
Pelagic stocks

The Irish Sea herring TAC was rolled over in spite of a case being made for a 15% increase based on positive acoustic survey data that shows an increasing stock.   The Commission was reluctant to give an increase, preferring instead to allow the stock to increase more quickly to historical levels.  Clyde herring was cut by 10%.  

There were significant cuts in the major pelagic stocks of herring, mackerel and horse mackerel, mainly due to the failure to reach agreement with third countries such as Norway on the EC share of these TACs.  This led to the Commission setting conservative interim EC TACs.  These will be revised once agreement is finally reached with third countries, hopefully by the end of January 2010.   

Fishing Effort 

From 2009 each Member State has been responsible for managing the fishing effort of its fishing fleets.  In 2009 the local prawn fleet has so far been able to meet restricted effort targets mainly through transfers of unused effort from other gears, and additional effort allowances for cod closed areas and catching less than 5% cod.  However further cuts in baseline effort of 25% in 2010 will mean vessels having to make significant changes in fishing patterns and/or gear to maintain current levels of fishing activity.  Vessels that continue to catch cod will bear the brunt of the effort cuts.  Meetings will be held with industry representatives between now and the end of January to agree the 2010 effort regime.
Change in Main Area Vll and Area Vlla (Irish Sea) Total Allowable Catches

	
	ICES Area
	2009 
EC TAC (t)
	2009 
UK TAC (t)
	2010
EC TAC (t)
	2010 
UK TAC (t)
	Change 

UK TAC 
%
	Change 

UK TAC
(t)

	Anglerfish 
	Vll
	28080
	5050
	32292
	5807
	+15
	+757

	Cod
	Vlla
	899
	259
	674
	194
	-25
	-65

	Haddock
	Vlla
	1424
	681
	1424
	681
	0
	0

	Herring
	Vlla
	4800
	3550
	4800
	3550
	0
	0

	Nephrops
	Vll
	24650
	8086
	22432
	7358
	-9
	-728

	Plaice
	Vlla
	1430
	432
	1627
	491
	+13.7
	+59

	Sole
	Vlla
	502
	107
	402
	83
	-22.4
	-24

	Whiting
	Vlla
	209
	81
	157
	61
	-24.7
	-20


UK Irish Sea Effort Allocation in 2010 
	Gear Group 
	2004/2006 Effort Baseline (Kw days)
	2009

Maximum

Effort

Allocation

(Kw days)
	2010

Maximum

Effort

Allocation

(Kw days)


	TR1 (100mm+ Whitefish)
	1,073,278
	804,959
	603,719

	TR2

(70-99mm Nephrops)
	3,439,370
	2,579,528
	1,934,646

	Total
	4,512,648
	3,384,487
	2,538,365


Change in Main UK Pelagic Total Allowable Catches

	
	ICES Area
	2009 
EC TAC (t)
	2009 
UK TAC (t)
	2010
EC TAC (t)
	2010 
UK TAC (t)
	Change 2009 - 10

%
	Change 

UK TAC

(t)

	Herring
	Vlla
	4800
	3550
	4800
	3550
	0
	0

	Herring*
	EC lV
	97843
	25275
	63598
	16429
	- 35%
	8846

	Herring*
	Vb Vlb
	21100
	12749
	13715
	8287
	- 35%
	4462

	Herring 
	Vl Clyde
	800
	800
	720
	720
	- 10%
	80

	Mackerel*
	Western
	311531
	181694
	202495
	118101
	- 35%
	63593

	Horse mackerel*
	Northern
	165939
	16276
	98968
	9256
	- 40%
	7020


* These TACs are interim until final agreement with third countries e.g. Norway, Faroes
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