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Introduction

The Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (the Department) conducted a formal consultation on the proposed publication of a revised Code of Practice for Using Plant Protection Products for NI. This revised Code will replace the previous version of the Department’s ‘Green Code’.

The consultation began on the 20 July 2010 for 12 weeks and provided consultees with a draft version of the document and a summary of the key changes to the Department’s previous ‘Green Code’.

The Department received 1 written response from the Ulster Farmer’s Union (UFU) to the consultation document. 

Background to the Code of Practice for Using Plant Protection Products

The Code of Practice for Using Plant Protection Products will replace the previous version of the Department’s ‘Green Code’.

The revised Code has been prepared by the Department with contributions from the Health and Safety Executive NI (HSENI), the Department of the Environment (including the NI Environment Agency (NIEA)), the Fire & Rescue Service, the Food Standards Agency and other specialists.

The Code is intended to provide practical advice on the safe use of pesticides for all professional users in agriculture, horticulture, amenity situations and forestry, by updating the relevant advice contained in the previous version of the Department’s ‘Green Code’. 

Parts of the revised Code will have official status as a Code of Practice issued under Section 17 of the Food and Environment Protection Act 1985, an Approved Code of Practice issued under Article 18 of the Health and Safety at Work (Northern Ireland) Order 1978 (giving COSHH guidance), and an Approved Code of Practice issued under Regulation 27 of Groundwater Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2009. Other parts of the Code provide general guidance on good practice in the use of plant protection products.

Summary of UFU response

The concerns and recommendations outlined by the UFU included:

· The tone of the document suggests an innuendo that all Plant Protection Products are dangerous.

· Concern about the length of the document.

· Concern that the interpretation of ‘adequate training’ and use of ‘Grandfather Rights’ may be ambiguous.

· Concern that the two flow charts within the Code aren’t clear and could result in differing interpretations.

· Would encourage a softer tone encouraging best practice protocols by all who use plant protection products.

· Concern that the code does not clearly set out what is legislative requirement and that of what is deemed best practice. 

· Sustainable Use Directive may bring about additional legislative changes. It may be prudent to incorporate all necessary amendments and produce a timely and accurate document longer term.

· Concern about wording relating to giving neighbours and bystanders advanced notice prior to spraying.

· Concern about wording relating to instructions when disposing of used pesticide containers; arrangements will depend on your collection/disposal company.

· Concern about the practicalities of adhering to the consideration of the weather conditions.

· The code should advise that records required under Single Farm payment and cross compliance requirements can be used to meet record keeping requirements. 

Summary of Departmental Response

The Department met with UFU to discuss the concerns and issues raised in more detail. The meeting was constructive, with UFU subsequently stating that the Department had made a lot effort to address their concerns.

Changes made to the Code as a result of UFU response and subsequent discussions included:

· Insertion of a paragraph at the beginning of the Code to communicate the benefits of using pesticides.

· The production of a wall chart to supplement the Code. The wall chart provides a summary of the main areas contained within the Code. It will be distributed with copies of the Code and distributed more widely.

· Further clarification to more clearly define ‘adequate training’ and ‘Grandfather Rights’. Additional information inserted about Grandfather Rights and renting as conacre, which is specific to this region.

· The two flow charts within the Code have been changed to tables, which provide much clearer advice. 

· Reassurance that the Code will be submitted for the crystal mark for plain English, guaranteeing that it will reach the standards set by the Plain English Campaign.

· Sections related to giving neighbours and bystanders advanced notice prior to spraying have been amended to provide further clarification. In some cases text has been deleted to avoid repetition of the advice.

· Sections relating to instructions when disposing of used pesticide containers have been updated to reflect that arrangements will depend on the collection/disposal company.

· Advice incorporated to say that records required under Single Farm payment and cross compliance requirements can be used to meet record keeping requirements. 

